eloquent defenders of everyone’s right to
life. Through your commitment to life,
whether by adopting the birth of other
children or by welcoming and caring for
those most in need of someone to be close
to them, you will become promoters of a
new way of looking at human life.”
(E.V.#99)

The weekend retreats provide a
“supportive, confidential, and nonjudgmental
environment”
where
participants can experience reconciliation
with God, themselves, and their aborted
children.
www.rachelsvineyard.org
877 467-3463

Do you know someone who is struggling in
the aftermath of an abortion?
These
outreaches and resources can help.

The National Office for Post Abortion
Reconciliation and Healing maintains a
toll-free referral line for anyone in the
United States seeking help.
It also
publishes a directory of support services
and produces, maintains, and sells audio,
video, and print materials.
www.noparh.org
800 593-2273

Project Rachel Ministries features a
network of priests and lay people trained to
provide one-on-one counseling and spiritual
care, referrals to health professionals, and
other types of assistance.
www.hopeafterabortion.com
888 456-4673
Rachel’s Vineyard specializes in weekend
retreats “to renew, rebuild, and redeem
hearts broken by abortion”. Established in
the late 1980’s by Theresa Burke and now
an outreach of Priests for Life, Rachel’s
Vineyard holds hundreds of retreats every
year throughout the United States and
abroad. They are hosted by church-based
ministries, counseling outreach programs,
Project Rachel offices, Respect Life groups,
and crisis-pregnancy centers and are offered
“in both Catholic and interdenominational
settings.”

After Abortion: God Offers Forgiveness,
Healing, and Hope is a free booklet by
Angela
Burrin
that
offers
seven
Scripturally-based reflections to prompt
personal,
healing,
heart-to-heart
conversations with God. It’s available for
download in English and Spanish.
www.waupartners.org
1 800 775-9673
Pope John Paul II Society of Evangelists
P.O. Box 5584, Bakersfield, California 93388
E-mail: info@pjpiisoe.org Phone: 661 393-3239
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Aborted Babies and Baptism
Fr. Peter West, Priest Associate,
Priests for Life
What happens to the souls of babies
who die before baptism? This remains a
mystery. We are free to believe that they
are in heaven with God, but this has not
been revealed and the Church does not
have a definitive answer to this question.
We simply say that we entrust these
children to the mercy of God.
There has been an attempt by
theologians throughout the centuries to
reconcile two essential teachings of the
Church - the necessity of Baptism for
salvation and God’s infinite mercy and his
desire that all human beings be saved and
come to a knowledge of the truth (cf.1
Timothy 2:4). The Church teaches us that
God commands us to be baptized and to
baptize, but His actions in bestowing
sanctifying grace are not limited to the
sacraments. God in His mercy offers his
salvation to every human being sometimes
in ways known only to Him.
Since the twelfth century, the opinion
of the majority of theologians has been
that unbaptized infants are immune from
all pain of sense. This was taught by St.

Thomas Aquinas, Scotus, St. Bonaventure,
Peter Lombard, and others. Pope Innocent
III decreed: "The punishment of original
sin is the deprivation of the vision of God;
of actual sin, the eternal pains of hell." (III
Decr., xlii, 3).
Pre-born babies are
incapable of committing an actual sin.
St. Thomas taught that these infants are
not saddened by the loss of the beatific
vision, either because they have no
knowledge of it, and are not aware of their
loss; or because, knowing it their will is
entirely conformed to God’s will and they
are conscious that they have missed an
undue privilege through no fault of their
own. (De Malo, Q.v, a.3) In addition to
this freedom from regret at the loss of
heaven, these infants may also enjoy some
positive happiness. St, Thomas says:
"Although unbaptized infants are separated
from God as far as glory is concerned, yet
they are not separated from Him entirely.
Rather they are joined to Him by a
participation of natural goods; and so they
may even rejoice in Him by natural
consideration and love," (In II Sent., dist.
XXXIII, Q. ii, a.5). Again (a.2) he says:
"They will rejoice in this, that they will
share largely in the divine goodness and in
natural perfections."

In the 18th century a heretical sect called
Jansenists taught that all infants dying
without baptism are condemned to the
fires of hell. In 1794, Pope Pius VI
condemned this teaching. He said, in
effect, that one may believe in a limbo, a
"middle state" of happiness that is not in
heaven with God, and still be a Catholic
(Errors of the Synod of Pistoia, No. 26).
That remains the only significant
mention of limbo in any official Catholic
document.
The 1992 Catechism of the Catholic
Church states: "As regards children who
have died without Baptism, the Church
can only entrust them to the mercy of
God, as she does in her funeral rites for
them. Indeed, the great mercy of God
Who desires that all men should be saved,
and Jesus’ tenderness toward children
which caused Him to say: "Let the
children come to Me, do not hinder
them," allows us to hope that there is a
way of salvation for children who have
died without Baptism. All the more urgent
is the Church’s call not to prevent little
children coming to Christ through the gift
of holy Baptism." (#1261)

In 1995 Pope John Paul II issued his
encyclical "Evangelium Vitae" or the
"Gospel of Life". What he says in
addressing women who have had
abortions is relevant to the question of
what happens to the souls of aborted
babies:
"I would now like to say a special word
to women who have had an abortion. The
Church is aware of the many factors
which may have influenced your decision,
and she does not doubt that in many cases
it was a painful and even shattering
decision. The wound in your heart may
not yet have healed. Certainly what
happened was and remains terribly wrong.
But do not give in to discouragement and
do not lose hope. Try rather to understand
what happened and face it honestly. If you
have not already done so, give yourselves
over with humility and trust to repentance.
The Father of mercies is ready to give you
His forgiveness and His peace in the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. To the same
Father and to His mercy you can with sure
hope entrust your child. With the friendly
and expert help and advice of other
people, and as a result of your own painful
experience, you can be among the most

