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he well-liked Spanish priest Anthony
I Claret was the fifth of eleven children. His
family was

poor but hard working at the
family trade of weaving.
Anthony's earliest memories
of home were the family's
praying the Rosary and
going to church which
imbued him with a deep love
and devotion to Jesus and
Mary.

By age twenty-one
Anthony had been educated
and was in much demand for
his skill as a weaver. At one
time he suffered because of
poor health, and during the days of recovery he imagined
himself as a Carthusian monk. Anthony went to the
bishop for advice. The bishop suggested that he first go
to the diocesan seminary and then, if he wished, leave
and become a monk. Anthony followed this advice and
enjoyed seminary life. He was ordained two years earlier
than usual because of a civil war in Spain.

Anthony finally realized that his health would
prevent him from being a monk or a Jesuit missionary.
He was sent to a small mountain village where he
studied medicine and helped many of the sick. He
discovered his power to read hearts and his ability to
understand people.

Anthony began a busy schedule of preaching
throughout Spain. His gentle faith and great courage in
spreading devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary and
in reviving devotion to the Eucharist made him a popular
preacher. He also published a catechism that led the
bishop of the Canary Islands to invite him to preach
there for a year, fulfilling Anthony's dream to be a
missionary.

When Anthony returned to Spain, he founded a
congregation called the Missionary Sons of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary [Claretians]. Then he was
assigned as archbishop of Cuba. Not having had an
archbishop for fourteen years, the island was in need of
renewal. Anthony reorganized the seminary training,
preached in all the churches, heard confessions, and
guided people to Christ. He worked for updated farm
methods and credit unions. He wanted the people to own
their own farms, knowing that this would improve
family life. He made enemies by teaching black slaves.
Fifteen times people tried to assassinate him. Once a
man stabbed him and was given a death sentence, but
Anthony had this changed to a prison sentence.

After eight years, Anthony was called to Spain to be
Queen Isabella II's confessor: he would not live at the
palace but come only to hear her confession and instruct
the children. This freed him to open a religious
publishing house and write more than two hundred
books and pamphlets.

In 1868 a revolution took place, and those associated
with the court were accused of treason. Anthony fled to
Rome where Vatican Council I was in session. There he
defended the infallibility of the pope. Then he retired to
a Cistercian monastery in France where he stayed in
solitude until his death. His Feast Day is October 24.

From his writings:

“The love of Christ arouses us, urges us to
run, and to fly, lifted on the wings of holy zeal.
The man who truly loves God also loves his
neighbor. The truly zealous man is also one who



loves, but he stands on a higher plane of love so
that the more he is inflamed by love, the more
urgently zeal drives him on...The zealous man
desires and achieves all great things and he
labors strenuously so that God may always be
better kn own, loved and served in this world
and in the life to come, for this holy love is
without end”
(2™ Reading, Liturgy of the Hours).

The Priesthood
The Priest, the Beggar, and the Pope

his month, I would like to share with you a

Tmoving story about Servant of God, Pope John

Paul II. In an article entitled "The Priest, the

Beggar and the Pope," written by K. D'Encer, the author

powerfully reveals the real-life direct intervention of
God's mercy upon a priest.

Mr. D'Encer writes about a young man who had a
vocation to the priesthood and how his bishop sent him
to study in Rome. After his ordination, the priest served
in his diocese for several years. Then, his bishop sent
him to Rome again for further study.

During this second period of studies, the priest
would visit a small church in Rome to say his office and
to pray. At the door of the church sat a group of beggars
seeking alms, and one of them made him feel uneasy for
some inexplicable reason. So the priest went to him and
asked, "Do I know you?"

"Yes," the beggar replied. "I studied for the
priesthood with you here in Rome, and was ordained."
The priest was shocked. "Whatever happened to you?"
The beggar said, "I encountered crisis after crisis in my
life and eventually renounced the priesthood. I had my
priestly faculties taken from me. I lost everything and
am reduced to begging."

The priest could not get the beggar out of his mind
and prayed constantly for him. The study course he was
attending was drawing to an end, and the students were
invited to receive individual blessings from Pope John
Paul II. They were forbidden to speak to the Holy Father
personally. However, as the priest knelt to receive the
blessing, his mind was so full of thoughts of the beggar
that he blurted out: "Holy Father, please pray for 'X' who
sits begging outside a church in Rome. He was ordained
a priest, but has resigned from the priesthood and had his
priestly faculties removed."

He hardly had time to finish before he was hustled
away by the indignant attendants.

A few days later, the priest received an invitation,
and he hurried to the small church and found the beggar.

"Come quickly," the priest said. "We are to dine with the
Pope."

"Impossible," replied the beggar. "How could I visit
the Pope in this state?" The priest insisted and helped the
beggar to tidy up. Then, together, they set off for the
Vatican.

They crossed St. Peter's Square and passed through
the great gates, where Monsignor Dziwisz, the Polish
priest who was then the secretary of Pope John Paul II,
met them. He conducted them to the dining room, where
His Holiness was awaiting them. After they had been
introduced, they sat down to a lovely meal.

When it was time for the dessert, the Pope signaled
to his secretary. The secretary rose, beckoned the beggar
to follow the Holy Father, and together they left the
room. After about 15 minutes, the Pope and the beggar
returned, and the meal concluded normally. Nothing was
said about what had transpired during their absence.

It was time to leave. As the two crossed St. Peter's
Square, the priest, overcome with curiosity, asked
eagerly what had transpired while they had been away
from the room.

This is what the beggar told him. "When | was alone
with the Holy Father, he turned to me and said, 'Father,
please hear my confession.! In great confusion and
distress I replied: 'l cannot do that. I have renounced the
priesthood. My priestly faculties have been taken away
from me. I am no longer a priest.' He looked at me with
loving compassion. Then he raised his right hand and,
wagging his finger at me, said, 'ONCE A PRIEST,
ALWAYS A PRIEST.

"After a long pause he told me: 'As Bishop of Rome
and head of the Catholic Church I can restore your
priestly faculties to you ... but you would have to ask.' |
was overwhelmed and close to tears as I said simply:
'Please, Holy Father, please!'

"Then he heard my confession and restored my
priesthood to me. Afterwards he repeated his original
request and I heard the confession of Pope John Paul II.

"After a pause for prayer and meditation, the Holy
Father said, '"When you leave here, I want you to go to
the church where you have been begging and seek out
the parish priest. I am appointing you curate in that
parish, with special responsibility for the beggars who
seek alms at the church door."

I can only hope this true story reaches every priest
who has left his ministry and is seriously considering the
possibility of returning to the benevolent graces of his
Bishop. Equally important, we can all hope and pray it
reaches the countless souls who feel they cannot be
forgiven for some act or a lifestyle that God could not
condone.

Our Lord specifically told St. Faustina: "My
secretary, write that I am more generous toward sinners
than toward the just. It was for their sake that I came



down from heaven; it was for their sake that My Blood
was spilled. Let them not fear to approach Me; they are
most in need of My mercy" (Diary, 1275).

“O Jesus, give us fervent and holy priests! Oh, how
great is the dignity of the priest, but at the same time,
how great is his responsibility! Much has been given to
you, O priest, but much will also be demanded of you ...”
— Diary of St. Faustina, 941

Who would want to become a priest?

eminarians sometimes hear this question. The

question is odd, for if we truly understood what

an awesome privilege it is to be a priest, what a
mysterious and tremendous gift the priesthood is to the
world, seminaries would be filled to capacity. Reflect
upon the gifts God confers upon His priests. It is not
uncommon for a person to say, “I’m not worthy”. No
one is truly worthy, but that doesn’t stop God from
calling. He does not call the qualified; He qualifies the
called. Is he calling you?

Priests are men through whom God enters the world
in a special way. God speaks to us through their
preaching and teaching. When a priest celebrates the
sacraments, God becomes present to us and the saving
actions of Jesus Christ are accomplished in us. In the
Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist, the priest makes God
fully and substantially present to us as Jesus.

The priest stands between heaven and earth, with a
foot in both places. He is the bridge between the two,
bringing God to earth in the sacraments, and bringing
God’s people to Him through his prayers. This is the
glory and excitement of the priesthood.

Who would want to be a priest? To that is answered,
who wouldn’t want to be a Priest?
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Fundraising Banquet

“There is nothing better than meeting with good friends
and sharing a fine meal.”

Saturday, October 27, 2007

6:00 PM-9:30 PM
Centro Basco Restaurant
3432 S. Central Ave.
Chino, California 91720

Menu
Your choice of Dinner Entrée:
Entrecote Rib Eye Steak (10 0z)
or
12 Roasted Chicken
The banquet will be served “family style” with soup, salad,
marinated tongue, tomatoes, potatoes, vegetables, shepherd’s
bread and bleu cheese, along with an appropriate fine wine
and a no host bar.

Entertainment
Miss Jamie Brock on Harp
Miss Elizabeth Suchil on Piano

Door Prizes
A complimentary copy of Victor R. Claveau’s new book,
Bible Sabotage will be presented to each guest or couple.

Registration Cost: $40.00 per person — $75.00 per couple.

Please confirm your reservations by e-mail as soon as
possible: pjpiisoe@earthlink.net

Return this completed form with payment to:
Pope John Paul II Society of Evangelists
14818 Ranchero Rd.
Hesperia, CA 92345

Contact Information
Name

Address

City

State

ZIpP

Telephone Number

Number Attending

Entr Ze Choice
Rib Eye
12 Roasted Chicken
Vegetarians may substitute a spaghetti dish for the
meat entrée.

Donation Inquiry

n September 24, 2007 we sent out an E-
mail request for donations. A number of
you responded and we raised a little over

$825.00. We wish to sincerely thank those
who donated.



One of our members E-mailed me and suggested
that we might receive more donations if our members
knew where the money is going. The following is a
partial list of our expenditures and goals.

We have so many irons in the fire that it has been
impossible to put together a realistic budget at this time;
especially since we subsist on donations.

Part of the money raised is used for my salary. |
earn $600.00 per week, but as we subsist on
donations, | don® always receive a paycheck.
The Board of Directors donate their time and
expertise; not to mention that they have donated a
considerable sum of money to get us as this far.

We have printing costs for the materials we send
to retired priests and prison chaplains.

We have maintenance cost of our printing
equipment. We just spent $498.00 to repair and
upgrade our one computer. We recently purchased a
new color printer and scanner at a cost of over
$5,000.00.

We are about $1,000 in the hole for the printing
costs of Bible Sabotage and we have two other books
that we would like to print.

We still don't have a complete budget for the
School of evangelization, but are working on it. We
need funds to rent a studio and to video tape the
lectures. We want the school to be available at no
cost through our website.

We will be opening a School of Apologetics in
January, which will be ongoing for a full year. The
curriculum is all laid out and the lectures notes have
been completed. We have a location in a shopping
center. There is still equipment and furnishings to
acquire; chairs, big screen TV, etc. We need funds to
advertise not only this project, but the Society itself.

We have to get the word out that we are in
existence and that we have materials to offer.

We still have over 50 English and 39 Spanish
lectures by noted apologists and theologians that
have to be converted to CDs.

One major project we would like to see come to fruition
in to be able to provide catechetical materials, which would be
used to teach the basics of the faith and liturgy, to catechists,
especially in Third World Countries. The idea is that if we can
provide simple materials to catechists, they can use them to
train other catechists. One person can teach two, and those two
can each teach four more; so forth and so on. Eventually we
will make a real impact. Every soul is equally precious in the
eyes of God.

It is common knowledge that Mexico and other Latin
American countries have lost as many as 15% of Church
membership in recent years because of the inroads made by
Evangelicals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Mormons. One of our
members, employed by Delta Airlines, recently told me that
there were 50 Mormon Missionaries on one of the recent
flights to Mexico City.

We must do all we can to stem this outgoing tide. About
20 years ago, Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen remarked that the
future of the Church lay in the hands of the laity. There are too
few Priests and religious to make a serious impact on the
situation. We must enlist the rank and file, and train them into
an army of evangelists for the salvation of souls. This problem
of defections exists in North America and other countries as

well. The United States has long been characterized as a
“Mission Country”.

We must remember the words of St. James, “Let him
know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his
way will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude
of sins” (James 5:20). Who among us does not have a
multitude of sins to expiate?

We will need some serious financing if we are to make a
real impact on these defections. There is no time to lose, each
and every day thousands of Catholics are being led astray by
the promise of cheap salvation. Few understand the necessity
of living a holy sacramental life; a life of prayer and sacrifice.

All of these projects take money. I realize that most of or
members are not in a financial position to make anything more
that small donations, which are truly greatly appreciated, but
some may be in a position to donate tens of thousands of
dollars or more.

Since going public 5 months ago we have over 600
members in 23 countries. While it is impossible to measure the
impact we have had, we do know that people all over North
America, as well as in foreign countries, are downloading and
distributing our free materials.

We now have Spanish, French, and Portuguese translators
working so that we will be able to provide our pamphlets to
Catholics in other countries. We would like to hire a
full-time translator and even have someone highly
gualified in mind. He is a devout Catholic, fluent in
English, Spanish, and Portuguese. We just don®have
the money to hire him with a reasonable salary.

These are just some of the projects we are
working on now. It will probably take many years to
accomplish our main goals.

We estimate that if we are to accomplish our
immediate goals for the next year we will need a
budget of approximately $150,000. Anything you can
do to help would be appreciated. Please consider
making a regular monthly donation. Sizable donations
should be made by check to save the processing fees.

“Give alms from your possessions to all who live
uprightly, and do not let your eye begrudge the gift when you
make it. Do not turn your face away from any poor man, and
the face of God will not be turned away from you (Tobit 4:7).

All Hallows Eve

s the celebration of Halloween a pagan feast?

May a Catholic celebrate Halloween in good

conscience? What is the history of this popular
American holiday?

We celebrate Halloween on the evening before All
Saints Day. The word itself is a shortened form of “All
Hallows’ Eve,” which quite literally means “the eve of
All Saints.” From the earliest days of the Feast of All
Saints (mid 700s A.D.), Catholics observed October 31
as the vigil of this November 1 celebration. This feast
commemorates the lives of Christians who lived
exemplary lives of faith. Pope Sixtus IV introduced an
octave to the feast day in the 1400s, which was
celebrated until 1955.



In the United States, the secular celebration of
Halloween combines the diverse holidays and cultural
practices of the immigrants who settled here. The
Church has not issued any prohibitions on celebrating
Halloween, so Catholics remain free to participate in
accord with their conscience. Naturally, such
participation must not conflict with the faith or Christian
charity.

Some hold the opinion that Halloween represents an
occult holiday. Catholics and other reasonable Christians
should take these accusations with a grain of salt. Many
pamphlets, tracts, and books written against Halloween
are written by anti-Catholic writers whose purpose is to
discredit the Catholic Church! They assume that
Catholicism itself is (at least partially) pagan and
demonic, especially regarding the veneration of God’s
saints. Because Catholics hold vigil on the feast of All
Saints, such writers believe our practice to be evil. Other
writers attribute the practices of Halloween to the
Druids. However, the commemoration of Christian
martyrs predates Christian contact with Druids, and
celebrating the vigil of All Saints, All Saints Day itself
and All Souls Day (a feast on November 2 which
commemorates all the faithful departed) is certainly not
“pagan.” Finally, anti-Catholic writings are notorious for
their historical inaccuracies. Be cautious about giving
quick credence to such writings.

There is nothing intrinsically “pagan” or “evil” in
celebrating All Saints Day or its vigil, dressing up in
costumes, playing games, having parties, carving
vegetables, reminders of mortality, or collecting candy
from willing neighbors. You are free to do any or all of
these things if you wish, because none of them are
intrinsically disordered, provided that there are no evil
intentions in the act (Mk. 7:18-23). Halloween is not a
philosophy or system of belief, good or bad, but a set of
American customs and practices derived from European
ones. And it should be noted that Christianity has
externally borrowed from pagan customs—e.g., wedding
rings, bouquets, brides wearing white, Christmas trees,
and Easter eggs—but has transformed their interior
meaning to conform with Christ. Just as the Church
baptizes pagans and makes them into Christians by
God’s grace, Christians can give old customs good, new,
and richer meaning, e.g., Christmas and Easter replaced
pagan feasts associated with winter and spring,
respectively. Halloween, given its legitimate Christian
connections, can actually be an occasion to help others
discover the significance of All Saints and All Souls
Days, just as many point out at Christmas that “Jesus is
the reason for the season.”

The decision of whether to celebrate Halloween
should be made prudently, charitably, and in conformity
with the faith.

Taken in part from pamphlet #204 A/l Hallows Eve.
Used with permission.

All Saints Day, the All Hallows Day, and All Souls
Day come directly after Halloween. All Hallows Eve, is
the second most celebrated "holiday" after Christmas,
but in our culture very little is said or done about the
feast day itself.

Fortunately, All Saints Day is remembered as a holy
day of obligation in the Catholic Church, and it is
celebrated in many other churches as well.

Questions from our members

Question: How would you respond to the attack that
the Catholic Church seeks world domination? It's so
preposterous that it caught me off guard.

Yes, the idea of world domination in the political
sense is ridiculous. The idea of bringing the world to
Christ is not. The teachings of Christ must permeate
every facet of society. If that is world domination, so be
1t.

We live in a secular society that is rapidly going to
hell. Satan must be dancing with joy.

Atheistic materialism is not only condoned by the
political leadership but is broadcast on network
television, screened in Hollywood movies and is created
on Madison Avenue.

The majority of our current political leadership, duly
elected by the will of the American people, have
supported and defended the wanton destruction of over
forty-eight million innocent victims on the altar of
abortion. U.S. foreign aid to third-world countries is
usually predicated on the sterilization of the populace.

Deviant sexuality is flaunted in gay-pride parades
and pornography is sold openly. The state and federal
prison populations are overflowing and the criminal
justice system is overloaded. Abortion, usury, divorce,
drug abuse, child abuse, gang-warfare, drive-by
shootings, murder, theft, white-collar crime, racial and
religious hatred, euthanasia, etc., are all indications of
the failure of the Protestant gospel — the “reformed”
gospel that presupposes everyone will go to heaven, no
matter what choices he or she makes, as long as a verbal
declaration of allegiance to Christ has been made; the
gospel that Christians can make individual evil choices
yet retain a proper moral orientation.

There is a war going on between good and evil;
between the Will of Christ and the will of Satan. Most
people don’t see it, or if they do, look the other way,
rationalizing that if it does not affect them at that present
moment in time, that it is not worth addressing, or it’s
someone else’s problem.

We are at war with an atheistic culture and we are
losing by default. Rather than Christians arguing among



ourselves, we should be working together to change our
society and the world.

Taking a line from an old song, “What the world
needs now is love, sweet love.” It is only the love of
Christ and the Love for Christ that will change our
world.

We will always have bigots and they must be
confronted. We must always respond with love for the
individual, but not for bigotry or heresy. We must do
whatever is necessary to teach the sincere inquirer, but
the bigot is a waste of time. They are blinded by hatred,
which is fueled by the Evil One. He wants us to argue
amongst ourselves, because that takes the focus off of
Christ.

Yes, the Catholic Church seeks to win every soul for
Christ; this is the Great Commission.

We must be evangelists: “But thanks be to God,
who in Christ always leads us in triumph, and through us
spreads the fragrance of the knowledge of him
everywhere. For we are the aroma of Christ to God
among those who are being saved and among those who
are perishing, to one a fragrance from death to death, to
the other a fragrance from life to life. Who is sufficient
for these things? For we are not, like so many, peddlers
of God’s word; but as men of sincerity, as
Commissioned by God, in the sight of God we speak in
Christ” (1 Cor. 2:14-17).

Christ and His Gospel must dominate, the fullness
of which can only be found in Catholicism.

Question: My nephew is in prison and shall be
released in 2 yrs' time. | write to him often to console
him. I write about God. But he is skeptical. In fact, he
says that if God exists why does He cause floods and
plagues (he is also implying why does God cause so
much misery). Can you help? Thank you very much.

God does allow mankind to be beset with
difficulties, but in the beginning it was not so. God
created our first parents to live lives free of turmoil or
worry. Everything was provided for them. They in turn
repaid God by being disobedient, and as a result, “sin
entered the world”. Along with sin came the trials to
which your nephew refers. Our sinfulness causes the
floods, plagues, misery, and finally - death.

Some people put up smoke screens to conceal their
fears. If your nephew acknowledges that God exists, he
will then be obligated to seek him and conform to God’s
will for his life. It is much easier to simply deny God’s
existence. As his experience of God has been limited,
your nephew is insecure and fearful. Basically, for many
men, it is just plain cowardice. It takes strength to submit
oneself to God’s authority, not weakness. Most men of
strength and character are that way because they
recognize that there is a God and that He in intimately

involved in their lives as He is in the life of every
person. It takes intellectual maturity to examine the
evidence with an open heart and open mind.

Many times, people in prison do not take
responsibility for their actions. They blame everything
on the fact that they got caught. 95-98 % of prisoners in
California return to prison. Your nephew made the
stupid decisions that ended with his incarceration. If he
wants to stay out of prison, he has to change his way of
thinking. He has to accept the responsibility for his
actions, and seek help to change. There is no better
helper than Jesus.

St. Paul tells us that without God, we are slaves to
sin. True freedom comes with surrender and this takes
guts. Some guys think that if they submit their lives to
God that they will less of a man. This notion is
absolutely absurd as the exact opposite happens. When
your nephew screws up the courage to submit his life to
Christ, he will then be strengthened by the Holy Spirit.
There are thousands upon thousands of men, women,
and children who can be cited as courageous examples
of faith. Those who willingly offered their lives for the
propagation of the Faith; this is not cowardice.

He must also come to the Church in order to receive
the sacraments that provide sanctifying grace, so
necessary to live a holy life.

Your nephew is a stubborn, immature person who is
afraid to taste something new, believing in advance that
he won’t like it. Yet, when he does break down and risks
it, he will find that the taste of the new wine is
extraordinarily wonderful.

So it is with God’s grace. When he finally
surrenders his life to God, he will find that his life will
change. Not because God steps in and changes him, but
because he will want to change himself. God will
provide the grace to enable these changes to take place.

The most rewarding thing is the peace that comes by
placing everything in God’s hands. The Bible refers to
this as the “peace that passes all understanding.”

Your nephew has a choice to make. Continue on the
path he has chosen and he will end up back in prison and
live a miserable existence for the rest of his life or
surrender to Christ and be truly free, even while he is
locked up.

His immortal soul is at serious risk. If he thinks
prison is bad, wait till he goes to hell. Tell him to
surrender to Christ and then seek out a Catholic priest
and undertake instructions on the Faith.

Have you had any Masses said for your nephew’s
conversion? If, not, do so immediately, and regularly.
Also, place your nephew before the Blessed Virgin
Mary. She is his mother and must weep for him daily.
Pray a daily rosary for his conversion and be patient.

God loves your nephew far more than we can
imagine.



