SEASON OF LENT

[Ilustration, Book of Gospels - Midwest Theological Forum]

Lent and the Shadow of the Cross

hereislegend of the Shadow of the Cross. Jesus is about

ten years old. He is returning to His mother, perhaps

from an errand. It is near evening, and the sun is sinking,
casting long shadows on the ground. As Jesus approaches, He opens
wide His arms, waiting for His mother to enfold Him in her embrace.
Mary's eyes are lit with joy, but it is an anxious joy, a sad joy, for on
the ground in the shadow cast by her Son's arms and body, she sees
the cross.

Mary, the dearest of all God's creatures, lived in the shadow of
the cross. It could not be otherwise, since she was so closely related
to Him who came to save the world by the cross. The Bible tells us
little about Mary's life; it was a hidden existence. Yet, what little we
read of Mary in the Scripturesisin some way or other connected with
the cross. When Jesus was born, Mary had the sorrow of a young
mother who could not provide a warm, comfortable home for her
Child. When the Holy Family fled to Egypt, Mary was in continual
fear of the enemies of her Babe. Days of grief were Mary's when for
three days she sought Him sorrowing. Her supreme day of sorrow
came as she stood by the cross of her Jesus.

Mary was aways in the shadow of the cross because she was
always so near to Jesus. Those who, like her, wish to walk with our
Lord, must aso walk in the shadow of the cross. He has told us that
unless we deny ourselves and take up our cross daily, we cannot be
Hisdisciples.

Our cross is not a wooden one. There are no iron nails to pierce
the hands and feet. There is no crown of thorns to make the brow
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throb with agony. There is no lance to open one's heart. Our cross
comesin adifferent way.

Does not the sickness or death of a loved one pierce the heart
like alance? Worry, work, weariness crush our souls to the ground as
our Redeemer's soul was crushed in the garden. Christ was often
lonely because His friends did not understand Him. Are we not often
lonely because friends and relatives are ungrateful, forgetful of
favors, some- times even mean? Christ was tempted. We are tempted.

Whether we choose or not, we must walk in the shadow of the
cross. Every human being has his hour of agony. The pity of it is that
so few redly understand where the shadow comes from. We
Catholics under- stand, at least in part, for when we see the shadow
of suffering and death and trouble falling around us, we look up to
the tree that casts the shadow, the tree of the cross. On it we see our
beloved Savior, who explainsit all to us.

Jesus fasted forty days. On March 5, we begin our forty days of
penance. We do want to be real followers of Christ. We are going to
take up some little, voluntary penance as our part in this season of
Lent. We are going to abstain from this or that in order to make
ourselvesjust alittle bit more like Christ, who fasted for forty days.

You would be surprised at the large number of followers of the
mortified Christ, even in the bustling world of today. Seldom do you
see their penances. Still more seldom do you hear about them. These
people do not parade their piety. They love Christ sincerely. Out of
love and gratitude for what He has done for them they are willing to
make sacrifices. They do not look for excuses. Rather, they seek
ways in which they can imitate the suffering Christ. | mention this
because there are some who think that nobody does penance these
days. They falsely reason that because Mother Church has lightened
some of her regulations, there is no longer need or place for penance.
Mortification is still amark of the true follower, of the M aster.

You might ask, "How can | lead alife of self-denial?' | answer,
"By living a good Chrigtian life." Does that mean | must scourge
myself, Live on bread and water, say long prayers, go without sleep
and other comforts? Not at all. We can lead a good Christian life in
the following way:

First, deny yourself what is forbidden by God and the Church of
God. Secondly, do conscientiously what God and His Church
command. The commandments tell us exactly what. God wants and
what God does not want. The best penance is to keep His laws
exactly.

Over and above this, the rea Christian will do things which are
difficult but not of strict obligation. He will do without things to
which he has a right; he will adopt some practice that requires an
effort.

Indeed, doing the little tasks of every day is the kind of self-
denial Christ wants. It is carrying your cross and following Jesus.
Daily duties become delightfully easy if one does his or her best, as
Christ would have it.

There, brothers and sisters, is your shadow of the cross. Don't be
afraid. Walk in that shadow, at least during Lent. For where the
shadow is, we find the cross. On that cross hangs One who is
watching every act and who@ suffering is lightened because He sees



that He is not altogether alone. The shadow of the cross points to
Good Friday and Calvary. But after Good Friday comes Easter, an
earthly and eternal Easter of joy.

Scourging at the Pillar

hen Jesus fell down at the foot of the pillar, after
the flagellation, | saw Claudia Procles, the wife
of Pilate, send some large pieces of linen to the

Mother of God. | know not whether she thought that Jesus would be
set free, and that his Mother would then require linen to dress his
wounds, or whether this compassionate lady was aware of the use
which would be made of her present. At the termination of the
scourging, Mary came to herself for a time, and saw her Divine Son
al torn and mangled, being led away by the archers after the
scourging: he wiped his eyes, which were filled with blood, that he
might look at his Mother, and she stretched out her hands towards
him, and continued to look at the bloody traces of his footsteps. |
soon after saw Mary and Magdalen approach the pillar where Jesus
had been scourged; the mob were at a distance, and they were partly
concealed by the other holy women, and by a few kind-hearted
persons who had joined them; they knelt down on the ground near the
pillar, and wiped up the sacred blood with the linen which Claudia
Procles had sent. John was not at that time with the holy women, who
were about twenty in number. The sons of Simeon and of Obed, and
Veronica, as also the two nephews of Joseph of ArimatheaN Aram
and ThemniN were in the Temple, and appeared to be overwhelmed
with grief. It was not more than nine o@lock A.M. when the
scourging terminated.O

N From the writings of Anne Catherine Emmerich on the Dolorous
Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Spotlight

vangelist Richard L. Lane, one the Society® newest
members is an extremely motivated speaker who serves
the body of Christ in the St. Louis area.

In early 2005 Richard was lead to begin proclaiming the Gospel
as a Street Corner Evangelist, sharing the Word of God, passing out
Bibles, Crosses and other Religious items. He is now a co-host of
(Evangelizing St. LouisOon St. Louis radio stations WRYT and
KHQOJ, speaking on the importance of Evangelization and ministering
to those who are lost and in search of something greater than
themselves, Jesus Christ! Welcome Richard!

Society News

ictor R. Claveau, MJ, Society President, will be
interviewed by Society member, Evangelist Richard

Lane, on his Qorban Ministries radio program on
Wednesday March 14", from 4:05 - 4:20pm (C.S.T.). You can listen
in via the internet at www.covenantnet.net Just click on the Quisten
on LineQicon.

Help needed:

1. One of the goals of the Society is to establish a Society
Chapter in every diocese. We are looking for volunteers who will
take on the challenging responsibility of introducing their bishop and
pastors to the Society and the educational materials we offer.

2. It is edtimated that there are 357 million English speaking
users on the Internet, followed by Chinese at 153 million, Japanese at
87 million and Spanish at 86 million. We would like to be able to
provide the Society® evangelization materials in these and other
languages.

Translations can be expensive. One company contacted provided
an estimate of $1,186.00 to translate one pamphlet of 1,832 words
into Mandarin. Obviously, thisis cost prohibitive.

We have aready begun to translate pamphlets into Spanish. We
arein need of trandators to trandate our website and pamphlets into
as many languages as possible. If you have this God-given ability,
please consider helping, one pamphlet at atime. We are also need of
monetary donations to pay for the trandation of the website. Do not
hesitate to contact us at pjpiisoe@earthlink.net if you can help with
these projects.

We now offer over 320 pamphlets by free download and
more will be forthcoming. Please let us know how and where
you are using them. We would especially like to hear success
stories.

St. Joseph Communications has graciously allowed us to
use 300 lectures by notable Catholic personalities. We are in
the process of transferring them to CD-Rom and will make
them available for sale at 80 cents each plus S& H. 263 arein
English and 37 are in Spanish. Do not hesitate to support St.
Joseph Communications, the largest distributor of Catholic
audio material in the world. For further information on St.
Joseph Communications call 800-526-2151 or 626-331-3549.
You may request a free catalog through the mail and visit St.
Joseph Communications on the Internet at www.saintjoe.com.

Please remember to pray for the Societies members and
for the success of our apostolate.

A Sermon on Grandeur and Dress

Bishop of Geneva, came to the church attached to a

monastery of Capuchin friars within his diocese. He
happened to arrive just a sermon time. The preacher had taken
ostentation in dress as the theme of his sermon and was vehemently
criticizing prelates and church dignitaries, who instead of setting an
example of humility wore splendid garments and drove about in
grand carriages. When the sermon ended, the bishop went into the
sacristy and had the preacher summoned.

The monk was startled and a little frightened when he saw the
bishop standing before him. As soon as they were aone together, St.
Francis said, QReverend Father, your discourse contained much that
was edifying. It may also be true that we who are in authority in the
Church are guilty of sins from which the inmates of the cloister are
exempt. Nevertheless, | consider it highly unwise to say such things
as you did on this subject from the pulpit, to the common people.
Moreover, | wish to call attention to the fact that for many reasons it
is amatter of necessity that the princes of the Church should keep up
an appearance befitting their rank. Besides, you never know what
might be hidden beneath a silken robe.O

So saying, St. Francis unbuttoned the upper part of his purple
cassock and let the monk see that he wore a ragged hair shirt next to
his skin. @ show you this,O he added, Qhat you may learn that
humility is quite compatible with the rich dress of one® office. From
henceforth see that you are less harsh in your judgment and more
prudent in your speech.O

During the Lenten season, St. Francis de Saes, the

* % %

What you don®see with your eyes, don®witness with your mouth.
-Jewish Proverb

* % %

Why | Became Catholic

Clare Boothe Luce

legislator, and diplomat, born in New York City, and
educated at private schools. From 1930 to 1934 she held
editorial positions on such magazines as Vogue and Vanity Fair. In

Clare Boothe Luce (1903-87), American playwright,



1935 she married her second husband, the publisher Henry R. Luce.
She wrote three successful plays, The Women (1936), Kiss the Boys
Goodbye (1938), and Margin for Error (1939), all noted for their acid
wit and all later filmed. She was awar correspondent during the early
part of World War Il. A Republican, Luce represented Connecticut in
the U.S. House of Representatives from 1943 to 1947. In 1953
President Dwight D. Eisenhower appointed her ambassador to Italy;
the first American woman ambassador to a maor country, she held
the post until 1957. Her biography, written by Wilfrid Sheed, was
published in 1982.

On January 11, 1944, Luce's daughter Ann, while a senior at
Stanford University, waskilled in an automobile accident. As aresult
of this tragedy, Luce explored psychotherapy and religion, ultimately
joining the Roman Catholic Church in 1946.

Following her conversion to Roman Catholicism in 1946, she
wrote many articles on religious subjects for national publications
and in 1947 Clare wrote a series of articles describing her conversion
to Catholicism, which were published in McCall's magazine.

When asked why she became a Catholic she answered, "It is
very simple. . . to get rid of my sins. . .to have my sins forgiven. This
will not make sense to people who have never sinned.”

Speaking a a symposium on methods of convert making she
said:

O need not tell you that, for a convert, confession is the hardest
part of the faith to accept joyfully. Of all his possessions, the secret
possessions of his conscience and of his pride are the ones that the
convert is most loathe to part with. That habitual secrecy and pride
seem to be invaded and humiliated by that stranger behind the
curtain. On the other hand, the absolution, the advice of confessors
who know the convert, humiliate him in a different way. He is prone
to ascribe their sweetness and gentleness in some part to the
friendship they may bear him, or the extra patience that might be
shown the convert. And yet, his prideN Oh, his wicked prideN
forbids that his confessor should be more gentle with him than with
othersl The stranger is, then, better. Then he takes to going into big
Catholic churches, on crowded afternoons, where he couldn® be
known. He wants no more from the Faith than any other Catholic,
and wants to give in the Faith, just as they give. So it was with me.
And dl had gone well enough, in these churches. According to
doctrine, | was, you might say, intellectually convinced of the rea
necessity of this Sacrament. And yes, there was aways some
increment of grace after. And yet, and yetE

A know that in speaking this way, | sound as though | did not
understand that this Sacrament is also a Sacrament of love like all the
others. Well perhaps | didn® understand it really, until last Saturday.
Last Saturday at St. Patrick@®, when | had finished my confession,
and had made my act of contrition, there came a voice from behind
that curtain, saying, 5o nowEA nd God blessyou! O

O'hat is al. But how shall | ever tell you the fullness of
absolution that came to my heart by those words? Because they were
said with warmth and joy. Because there was in them the plentitude
of charity! All the apologetics for the confessional | have ever heard
or readN and had fully accepted intellectuallyN never awakened in
my heart the short, simple and familiar words, said in a voice that
was Christ like. | am sure that every Catholic who made his
confession to that priest, left St. Patrick@ as | did, full of awakened
zeal and resolve to be better and to do better, and to love better.O

* % %

Satan plays his own game best by destroying men@ faith in his
existence.

* * %

Evangdization tip of the Month
Recovering Stray Catholics
Fr.C. John McCloskey, |11

B ringing 'em on home, one lost sheep at atime.

One of the monumental missions of the Catholic Church in the next
millennium will be to recover our lost sheep. There are many millions
of these fallen-away Catholics. We have to be like the merciful father
who rushes out to meet them half way and then escorts them back
home. Fortunately, our lapsed Catholic relatives, friends and
colleagues are normally only one good confession away from
reconciliation with Christ, one step away from entrance into the
Father's loving embrace. We have to stay with them till the end with
our prayer, sacrifice and friendship. The Lord tells us "the Son of
Man came to save what was lost. What do you think? If aman have a
hundred sheep, and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave
the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that
went astray? And if he findsit. . . he rejoices over it more than over
the ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my
Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish”
(Matthew 18:11-14).

Let's look at the present situation. Out of approximately 60
million nomina Catholics, only 25% or so actually practice their
faith (even minimaly) by attending Sunday Mass regularly and
confession yearly. The other 45 million Catholics are lukewarm (we
know what Our Lord sad about that!). They are simply
"sacramental” Catholics, taking part in the Faith at a few key
moments: baptism, marriage, wake and funera (hatched, matched
and dispatched). Of course, there are probably millions of former
Catholics who aren't even on the books. These are individuals who
have openly and definitively left the Church. They don't profess or
live aprayerful, sacramental life. They don't behave according to the
teachings of the Church or see these teachings as authoritative or
divine. Some merely drift off into a comfortable American bourgeois
existence of work and play.

Others pay lip service to the Christian creed by worshipping in
mainstream liberal Protestant churches (talk about jumping into a
sinking ship). Many others have joined Evangelica and
Fundamentalist denominations, or strange sects and cults. This
movement is al in the great American subjective spirit of the
individual as the sole arbiter of Sacred Scripture and his own
conscience. "To worship the God of your choice,” as one former
president put it, "is the American way of life" "They sing of and
worship themselves,” as poet Walt Whitman might have written. Not
one of the readers of this article is without a friend, relative,
collesgue or acquaintance who does not fit into one of these
categories.

How many tears have been shed over the defection of literally
millions of Catholics the last thirty years? Why have these people | eft
the Church? It is, first of al, a mystery. We cannot peer into their
heads or their hearts. Ultimately, they're responsible before God for
their decisions. The Catechism, however, gives us some clues:
"Ignorance of Christ and his Gospel, bad example given by others,
endavement to on€'s passions, assertion of a mistaken notion of
autonomy of conscience, rejection of the Church's authority and her
teaching, lack of conversion and of charity: these can be at the source
of errors of judgment in moral conduct® (CCC 1792). The great
majority of people who leave the Church do so because of moral
faults. They're not ready to submit their sins to God and to the
Church's judgment and mercy through the sacrament of penance.
This unwillingness to ask God's forgiveness for having offended Him
leads to rationalization and self-justification. Over time, this leads to
a loss of the virtues of faith, hope and charity, which are necessary
for eternd life.

So, how do we bring back stray Catholics? First, we should be
praying for conversion of their hearts. If their hearts come back, their
minds will follow. We also need to have a relationship of friendship
with the potentia revert. True friendship means sharing ourselves
without reserve. For a Catholic, this includes sharing Christ and His
Church. We have no axes to grind, ulterior motives or hidden
agendas. We don't come to judge, condemn, analyze or disdain.
Rather, our goal is to help our friend find eternal life. Perhaps the



first approach to bring the fallen away Catholic back is to ask, in a
friendly manner, why he left the Church in the first place. We know,
of course, there's no such thing as a "good reason" to leave the
Church. There are plenty of bad ones, however, and your friend will
provide afew.

You must be sympathetic and understanding while at the same
time, uncompromising in your defense of the Gospel and the
teachings of the Church. Once you've heard him out, you can begin to
address his problems or objections. Rely on the Holy Spirit here. Y ou
want to be able to convincingly "account for the hope that is in you"
(1 Peter 3:15). This may well involve your own study of the
particular teachings of the Church to which your friend objects.
However, the ability to answer your friend's doctrinal questions will
probably not be sufficient to bring him back. There is something el se,
just as important. He needs to see that you're a happy, well-adjusted
Catholic. By observing your prayer, frequent confession and Mass,
and Scripture reading, he'll notice the connection between the interior
and exterior life of a Catholic N and how the sacraments work in
both. You may have to gradually reintroduce him to Catholic
sacramental and liturgical practice. Bring him to Mass, make a visit
to the Blessed Sacrament, and explain the meaning of Catholic
customs and sacramentals to him. He probably never understood
these Catholic practices in thefirst place.

You'll aso want to see he has good Catholic books and
pamphlets. Expose him to Web sites like www.catholicity. com,
ewtn.com and www.envoymagazine.com. Catholic radio and
televison programming are becoming more available. These
resources will answer many of his questions and reveal to him N
often, for the first time N the "splendor of truth." Finally, introduce
him to your devout Catholic friends. There's nothing quite like being
surrounded by good role models. With God's grace, at some point,
your friend may begin to come around. At that time, you'll want to
bring him to a good priest. Try to find one who's eager to hear
confessions, give spiritual direction and embrace this prodigal son.
You may want to fill the priest in on the particulars of how your
friend got to this point. After that, let him apply God's saving grace in
confession and any other sacramental ministrations that are necessary
to bring him home.

But what if your efforts do not bear visible fruit? What if your
friend continues on his runaway from God and towards perdition?
Just remember, "It ain't over till its over." Continue to pray, sacrifice
and let your friend know you love him unconditionally in the Lord.
God tells us that He gives us whatever we ask for in prayer, so we
must raise this person up to God in our intercessions. God will
answer usin Hisown way and in His own time.

While we are overjoyed with the repentance of one lost sheep,
we know there are millions more to round up. In the meantime, we
have the consolation of James 5:1-20: "My brethren, if anyone among
you wanders from the truth and some one brings him back, let him
know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way
will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins."
Reprinted with permission

O$. Paul didn't evangelize alone! O

6,000 people gathered to hear a reflection dedicated to

three of St. Paul's collaborators: Barnabas, Silas and
Apollos, Pope Benedict XV explained that St. Paul didn't evangelize
alone, but acted as amember of the Body of Christ.

Highlighting the support the three men gave the Apostle, the
Holy Father said: "Paul does not act as a 'soloist,” as an isolated
individual, but together with these collaborators in the ‘'we' of the
Church." For Paul, thereisno "I" but a"we" of the Church, the "we"
of the apostolic faith, Benedict XVI explained.

"Each one has a different task in the field of the Lord,” the
Pontiff said, quoting 1 Corinthians 3:6-9: "I planted, Apollos

Q t his general audience on Jan. 3l, 2007, where some

watered, but God gave growth ... for we are God's fellow workers;
you are God's field, God's building.”

The Pope explained that Paul's collaborators "found the meaning
of life" in their evangelizing mission "and thus they are presented to
us as luminous models of selflessness and generosity.”

"This is valid for us aso today, for the Pope, as well as the
cardinals, bishops, priests and laity,” Benedict XV added. "We are
al humble ministers of Jesus. We serve the Gospel in the measure
that we can, according to our gifts, and we ask God to make his
Gospdl, his Church grow today."

What they really beievel

Seventh-Day Adventists and Divorce

Marriage is permanent and divorce only permitted on grounds
of adultery/fornication, abandonment by an unbelieving spouse, or
physical violence. Remarriage is only permitted if one's spouse
committed adultery/fornicationO

http://adventist.org.au/about_adventists/perspectives_on_social _
issuemarriage__and__family_life.

The Seventh-Day Adventist Church allows for divorce and
remarriage, which directly contradicts the teaching of our Lord Jesus
concerning the marriage bond?

For arefutation of this erroneous belief go to pamphlet #110

Questions from our members

Does the Catholic Church allow abortion when thelife of the
mother isthreatened?

The Catholic Church does not permit the direct and intentional
killing of an unborn child for any reason. If the mother® life is
endangered, the Church expects the doctor to do everything possible
to save the life of the mother and the baby. Every human life is
precious.

An indirect abortion is morally allowable if the death of the
unborn child is not directly willed, but is rather the unintended side
effect of a legitimate medical procedure. For example, it would not
be contrary to Catholic teaching to remove a cancerous uterus in
order to save the mother@ life, knowing that the operation would
cause the death of the child who was growing inside that uterus but
was not yet ableto live outside the mother.

Bishop Fulton J. Sheen

he torch of Faith has been given to us not to delight

our eyes but to enkindle the torches of our fellow

men. Unless we burn and are on fire for the Divine
Cause a glecial invasion will sweep the earth which will be the end,
for Orhe Son of man, when he cometh, shall he find, think you, faith
on earth?0

O'he measure of our apostolate is the intensity of our love. A
human heart loves to talk about the object of his love, and loves to
hear that object praised.

@ we love Our Lord, then we will love to talk about His Holy
Cause for Cout of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.OTo
those who have such love, there is never the excuse of a want of
opportunity.

@Dur Lord has told us Qhe harvest indeed is great, but the
laborers are few.O
N (The Rainbow of Sorrow, New Y ork, Garden City Books, 1938, p.
64).



