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Lent and the Shadow of the Cross
Victor R. Claveay MJ

There is alegend of the Shadow of the Cross. Jesus
is about ten yearsold. He is returning to His mother,
perhaps from anerrand. It is near evening, and the sun is
sinking, caging long shadows on the ground. As Jesus
approaches He opers wide His arms waiting for His
mother to erfold Him in her embrace. MaryOsyesare lit
with joy, but it is an anxious joy, a sad joy, for on the
ground in the shadow cag by her SonOsarms ard body,
she seesthe cross.

Mary, the deares of all GodOsreaures livedin the
shadow of the cross. It could not be otherwise, since she
was so closely related to Him who came to save the
world by the cross. The Bible tells us little about MaryOs
life; it wasa hiddenexistence. Y et, what little we read of
Mary in the Scripturesis in someway or other connected
with the cross. When Jesus was born, Mary had the
sorrow of a young mother who could not provide a
warm, comfortalle home for her Child. When the Holy
Famiy fled to Egypt, Mary wasin continual fear of the
eremies of her Babe. Days of grief were Mary® when
for three days she sought Him sorrowing. Her supreme
day of sorrow came as she stood by the cross of her
Jeaus.

Mary wasalways in the shadow of the cross because
she was always so nearto Jeaus. Those who, like her,
wish to walk with our Lord, must also walk in the
shadow of the cross. He hastold us that unless we deny
ourselvesand take up our cross daily, we camot be His
disciples

Our cross is not a wooden one. There are no iron
nails to piercethe hands and feet There is no crown of
thorns to make the brow throb with agony. Thereis no
lance to open oneO$eart Our cross comesin a different
way.
Doesnot the sickness or death of aloved one pierce
the heartlike a lance? Worry, work, weariness crushes

our souls to the ground as our RedeenerOssoul was
crushed in the garden Christ was often lonely becatse
His friends did not underdand Him. Are we not often
lonely becawse friends and relatives are ungrateful,
forgetful of favors, some-timeseven mear? Christ was
tempged We are tempted

Whether we choose or not, we must walk in the
shadow of the cross. Every human being hashis hour of
agony. The pity of it is that so few realy underdgard
where the shadow comes from. We Catholics
undergand, atleag in part, for when we see the shadow
of suffering and deah and trouble falling araund us, we
look up to the treethat cads the shadow, the tree of the
cross. On it we see our beloved Savor, who explains it
all tous.

Jews fagedforty days. On Felruary 6, we begn our
forty days of penance. We do want to be real followers
of Christ. We are going to take up somelittle, voluntary
perance asour partin this season of Lernt. We are going
to abstain from this or that in order to make ourselves
just a little bit more like Christ, who faded for forty
days.

You would be surprised at the large number of
followers of the mortified Christ, even in the bustling
world of today. Seldom do you seetheir penances Siill
more seldom do you hea about them. Thes pegple do
not parace their piety. They love Christ sincerely. Out of
love ard gratitude for what He has done for them they
are willing to make sacrifices They do not look for
excuses Rater, they seek ways in which they can
imitate the suffering Christ. | mertion this because there
are some who think that nobody does perarce these
days. They falsely reason that becawse Mother Church
haslightened some of her regulations, thereis no longer
needor placefor penance. Mortificaton is still amark of
the true follower, of the Mader.

You might ak, QHow can | lead a life of self-
derial?Ol arswer, OBy living a good Christian life.O
Does that mean | must scourge myself, Live on bread
and water, say long prayers go without sleepand other




comforts? Not at all, we canleada good Christianlife in
the following way:

First, deny yourself what God ard the Church of
God forbid. Secandly, conscierntiously do what God and
His Church command. The commardmerts tell us
exacly what God wants and what God does not want.
The bed penanceisto keepHislaws exacty.

Over and above this, the real Christianwill do things
which aredifficult but not strictly obligated He will do
without things to which he has a right; he will adopt
somepractcethatrequiresan effort.

Indeed doing the little tasks of every day is the kind
of self-derial Christ dedres of us. It is carying your
cross and following Jedus. Daily duties became
delightfully eay if one does his or her beg, as Christ
would have it.

There, brothers and sisters, is your shadow of the
cross. DonOtbe afraid. Walk in that shadow, at leas
during Lert. For where the shadow is, we find the cross.

On that cross hangs One who is watching every act
and whoOsuffering is lightened because He seesthat He
is not altogether alone. The shadow of the cross points to
Good Friday and Calvary. But after Good Friday comes
Eader, anearthly and eternal Eager of joy.

A BakerO$Dozen

By Rewererd Father Peer M. J. Stravinskas

Rewerend Father Stravinskas delivered an

address on the occason of the Peaia Diocesan

Summer Institute, ertitled OABakerOsDozen of
Obstaclesto an Appreciation of the Sacranents.O Each
month we will print one of his observations. Even
though they were written a dozen years ag, they are,
unfortunately, still most relevart. Whether you agee
with his observations or not, they will ceriainly provide
food for thought.

I n the summer of 1996, Scciety memker,

1. The Lack of Eschatology

OBschatologyOis an intimidating word for a most
esertial agect of Christian faith, namely, conviction
about the afterlife. Sacramerts, you see,ultimatkely make
no serse if we do not view our life here below as the
prelude to something bigger, better, and more enduring.
Cardnal Ratzinger maintains that the graved errar of the
postconciliar period has been the shunting off of
eschatology to the sidelines of the Catholic experience.
Admittedy, forty yearsage one could get the impression
that life on eart waslittle more than a troublesome way
station through which we had to pass to get to the Oreal
thingd.But weOe now gone to the other extreme in
mary cases both in our preaching and in our teachng.

Twenty years ago, pecple were alread/ remarking that
one never head homilies on hell anymore; now, it is
hard to discover homilieson heawen, except from some
silly but well-mearnng prieds who caronize every body
brought into the certer aisle of their churches for a
funeraN you know, ewven as the widow sits there
wondering if the homilist could be talking about the man
she knew!

OSenusly, though, we must get back to a balanced
notion of how the presen fits into the future; we must
strike a happy medum that loveslife to the full, all the
while being able to nod in ageenert to the conviction of
the author of the Epistle to the HebrewsO@or here we
have no lading city, but we seek that city which is to
comeO(Heb. 13:14). The sacramerts are the meeting
place between time and eternity, between heaven and
eart; herce, a one-dimersional view of things does
irreparabbe damage to the sacramental system as God
willed it for our salvation. Sacamentality without
egchatology is meanngles and ineffecual
sacramertality.O

A Catholic - Protestant Dialogue

Victor R. Claveay MJ

ecerly, | found myself in the home of a

Praedant teacter of religion and

philosophy explaining Catholic thedogy.

Before | describe that meetng | would like
to provide a bit of background.

As a Catolic evargelist, it seemsto me that never a
day passes without my sharing the faith with someaone,
either by way of the Interret or face to face.

Not too long ago | visited the home of a Praedant
couple in order to conduct personal business. When
agkedwhat| did to make my living, | rediedthatl am a
Catholic evargelist. They were very surprised by my
arswer and the Mrs. said, Ol didnOtknow the Catolic
Church had evargelists.Ol regied that | wasjust one of
avery large number serving all over the world.

As we concluded our business, | offered to armswer
any quedions they might have concerning the Catholic
faith, and we dialoguedfor over anhour. They were very
curious and asked a number of quegions. In turn, | left
them with two quedions. Okbw do you know your
pador teactes truth?Oand OBywhat authority does he
teact?OThe following day | maied them 20 pamghlets
on various agect on the faith that I downloaded from
the Pgoe John Pau 11 Scciety of Evargelists website
(Www.pjpiisoe org).

As it turned out, the husband of the couple taught
mathematcs at the local Protegant high school and he
had mertioned our converstion to the religion teactler.
Two days later | received an E-mail from the religion



teacler (John) aking if | would be willing to take over
his classesfor aday.

Now, | would have undergood the requed if it had
come from a Catholic teacher, but as John taught in the
local Prategant high school, | wasabit suspect After an
exchange of E-mails, | was assured that he was not
trying to set me up to attack Catholicism. We agreedthat
| would address his senior philosophy class on the
subjectof why Catholics believe that we aremembers of
the one true Church egallished by Jeaus. He also asked
meto address threeBible study classeson why Catolics
believe that the Bible is a Catholic book and to explain
why Catholic and Pratedarts have different carons of
Scripture. A date was set and | was looking forward to
the experience.

John theninvited me to meetwith him and his wife
at their apartmert on the Sunday before my scheduled
clas appeamnce. When | amived he and his wife
greeed me cordially. No sooner had we sat down when
the door bell rang and five of JohnOsfrierds were
introduced There was JohnOspador and the pagorOs
wife and two other teachersfrom the school and the wife
of one of the teaclers | was a bit taken aback by this
group as| had not been informed that there would be
other gueds.

It was not long before we got down to bascs. |
offered to amswer arny and all quegions they had
concerring Catholicism. As the discussion ersued, each
timel beganto explain a topic, one of the gueds named
Harry continued to object saying he did not believe that
the Catolic teaching was correct. Finally in
exagperaion | said, OHarry, everyone here, including
myself, knows and undergands what you believe, if all
you wart to do is argue we will never get anywhere.
This is your opportunity to learn what the Catholic
Church really teactes and | would appreciate it if you
would not wage the time availabe to us.O After that
exchange, Harry kept his peae and there was a cardid,
regpectul dialogue.

The pador ard his wife were sitting on the floor
directy opposite me. She (101 cal her Jare), asked why
Catholics believe that we receve the actual body of
Jews during communion. | began my arswer with the
quedion, ONho creaed the univere? ard Jane
arswered (5od.Ol then aked how did God create and
she amswered, (He spoke. OO0y es Ol said, GGod said, @ et
therebe light,0and there waslight. | used a couple more
examges from the first chapter of Geness (1:1-31) on
the creaton and then to further hammer home my point,
referred to Isaiah 55:11 Go shall my word be that goes
forth from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but
it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and prosper in
the thing for which | sert it.O O you ageeQl said,
Ohat when God declares someting into being that it

acually comes to pas?0 Ores of courseO Jane
arswered

O you believe that Jesus is a Divine Peson, in
others words, God.O Jare nodded assert. OrhenO |
continued, ONhatever Jesus declared would have to
come to pass aswell. When He told the woman cawght
in adultery that her sins were forgiven, were they not
forgiver? Did He not have the power to raise pegle
from the dead and cure mary illnesses? OCetainly,Oshe
armswered Well, then, at the lag supper when he held
breadin His sacred hards and declared Take, eat thisis
my bodyO (Mt. 26:26), what was he holding in His
hands? After a pregnant pauwse, Jare armswered (His
Body.Ol wert on, to further illustrate, and when Jesus
took a cup, and when he had given tharks he gawe it to
them, saying, @rink of it, all of you; for this is my
bloodO(Mt. 26:28), what was He holding in His hards,
and Jare arswered (His Blood.O@ExactlyO,| said, Ot
could beno less.O

Although this is one of the greaed mysteries in
Christianity, it is realy that simple. Jesus changed bread
and wine into His sacred Body ard Blood, ard in LukeOs
Gospel Jews instructed His apostles to do the same by
saying O this in rememivance of meO(22:19). What
did Jesus meanby the word OhisO?He hasjust changed
breadand wine into His body and Blood. IsnQit obvious
that Jesus meart for the apostles to change bread and
wine into His Body and Blood and gave them the power
to do it! The logic of my explamation was obvious and
there was a pregharnt silerce in the room. As we had
beenin conversation for almost three hours I thought it
bed to end on that note and took leave of these good
pemle.

The following Friday | addressed JohnOsstuderts,
but thatOsanother story.

Catholic Church News

by Sardro Magster

On Monday, Jarnuary 14 "L'Osservatore Romarp," in
reporting on the Mass and baptisms celebrated by
Beredct XVI in the Sistine Chapel the previous Sunday;,
the feag of the Baptism of the Lord, emphaszed that
"for the first time since the begnning of his pontificate,’



the pope "celelrated the Mass in public from the
tradtional altar" (seethe photo atthe top).

And it explained

"He decided to celelrate at the anciert altar in order
not to alter the beauy and harmay of this architectural
gem, preserving its structure from the viewpoint of the
celetration and making use of a possibility provided for
by the liturgical guidelines At certain momerts the pope
thus found himself with his back to the faithful and his
gazeupon the Cross, orierting in this way the attitude of
the ertire assemiy."

A few days later, in a January 20 interview with
Vatican Rado, the new mader of ceramonies for the
pontifical liturgies Guido Marini, gave these additional
explanations:

"I believe that it is importart first of all to consider
the oriertation that the liturgical celelration is always
called upon to display. | refer to the certrality of the
Lord, the Savor crucified and risen from the dead This
oriertation must determine the interior disposition of the
whole asembly, and in consequence, the exterior
mamer of celebrating as well. The placenert of the
cross on the altar, at the certer of the assemby, hasthe
camdty to commuicate this fundameral agpect of
liturgical thedogy. There can also be particular
circumgances in which, becawse of the artstic
conditions of the sacredplaceard its singular beauy and
harmay, it would be preferabde to celelrate at the
anciert altar, which preserves the precise oriertation of
the liturgical celebration. This is exacly what happened
in the Sistine Chapel. This pracice is permited by the
liturgical norms, and is in harmaly with the conciliar
reform.”

As for the celebrant "turning his back to the
faithful":

"In the circumgtancesin which the celebration takes
placein this mamer, this is not so much a quedion of
turning one's back to the faithful, but rather of orierting
onezlf towardthe Lord, together with the faithful. From
this point of view, instead of being closed the door is
opened for the faithful, to leadthem to the Lord. In the
Eucharistic liturgy, the participarts do not look at one
another; they look to the One who is our Eag, the
Sanior."

And about the motu proprio "Summorum
Pontificum,” which liberalzedthe use of the arciert rite
of the Mass:

"The Church's liturgy, like all of its life, is
charecterized by continuity: | would speak of
developmert in continuity. This mears that the Church
proceed on its journey through history without losing
sight of its own roots and its own living tradtion: this
canevenreaquire,in some cases the recovery of valuabe
and importart elemerts that have beenlost and forgotten
along the way, and the authentic mearing of which has

beendimmedby the passage of time. It seemsto me that
the motu proprio moves in precisely this direction,
reaffirming very clearly that in the Church's liturgical
life there is continuity, without rupture. One must not
speak therefore, of a return to the pad, but of a true
errichmernt for the present, in view of tomorrow."

In any cas, an instruction on the motu proprio is
being prepared "that soundly edallishes the criteria of
amlicaton": cardnal seaetary of state Tarcisio Bertone
amouncedthisin aninterview with "Famiglia Cristiama"
on January 6.

Moreover, there will soon be published a new
formulation of the prayer for the Jews contained in the
rite for Good Friday in the 1962 "Tridertine" missal
liberaized by the motu proprio. The refererces to the
condition of "darkness' and "blindness" of the Jewish
peple will disappear, while the prayer for their
convergon will remain. "Becatse in the liturgy we are
always praying for converson, of ourselvesin the first
place and then of all Christians and non-Christiars,”
explained archbishop Angelo Amab, secretary of the
congregation for the doctrine of the faith, in aninterview
with "Avverire."

Returning to the oriertation of the celekration, to
underdand to what extert the words of magser of
pontifical ceremamies Guido Marini reflect the thought
of Beredct XVI, it is enough to note what the pope said
in this pasage from his lag gereral audience on
Wedheday, Jaruary 23:

“In the liturgy of the anciert Church, after the
homily the bishop or predder of the celetration, the
main celelrart, said: 'Converd ad Dominum'. Then he
himself and everyone else stood up and facedthe East.
Everyone wantedto look toward Christ."

Catholic Church Defendsthe Right to
Evangdize

Vatican City N Regonding to allegations,
particularly from Russian Orthodox and Anglican
leackrs that the Catolic Church was Omaching for
souls,Othe Holy SeeO<Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith (CDF) releasd a statemern affirming its Orght
and dutyO to evargelize amag nonbelievers and
welcome converts into the Church.

The 19-page Note on Some Aspecs of
Evangelization,O declares that evargelizaion is Oan
inalieralde right and duty, an expression of religious
libertyE

OThe incorporation of new members into the Church
is not the exparsion of a power group, but rather
ertrance into the network of friendship with Christ
which connects heaven and earh, differernt continerts



and age. It is erntrance into the gift of communion with
Christ.O

ORery person has the right to hear the GGood
NewsOO The NoteO said. CEvery Christian has the
correponding duty to help peagole meet Jesus Christ, a
tak that must be accanplished not only be words, but
also by oneOsicionsO

The (NoteOwas sert from the CDF to confererces
of bishops worldwide to be macke public December 14,
2007, when it was to be published in L@Dsservatore
Romano.

It was signed by William Cardnal Levada, prefect
of the CDF, and Saksan Archbishop Angelo Amato,
CDF secretary.

The CDF issued the stattmen becauwse of a
Ogowing confusionO about the ChurchOs missionary
mardate, the ONoteOsaid. For example, some maintain
that Oay atemp to convince others on religious
maters) somelow infringes upon the freedbm of the
perdn. Some argue that converdon to Christ and to the
Catholic faith should not be promoted becawse it is
possible for peaole to be saved without explicit faith in
Christ or formal incorporation in the Church. The
ONbvte, OCDF said, Os interded to clarify certain ageds
of the relationship betweenthe missionary commard of
the Lord and regect for the conscience and religious
freecom of all peaple.O

The CDF highlighted arthropological,
ecckdological, and ecumerical implicaions of
evangelizaton.

Citing arthropological implicaions, the OMteOsaid
that humanfreedbm camot be separaedfrom its integal
reference to truth. Teachng and dialogue, it said,
constitutes Oalegitimate endeawor and a service capable
of making humanrelationships more fruitful.O

Communicaion of religious truths so thatthey might
be acepted by othersis also in harmay with the natural
human dedre to have others sharein oneOswn goods,
the ONoteGsaid.

Evargelizers themslves berefit from evangelizing,
it added ORery encounter with arother person or
culture is capbe of rewealing potertialities of the
Gospel which hitherto may not have beenfully explicit
and which will errich the life of Christians and the
Church.

The ONoteOunderscored the attitudes which should
accanpary evarngelizaton and said that whatever fails to
regpectthe dignity and religious freecom of the partners
in dialogue, such as coercion or improper enticenment,
hasno placein Christian Evangelizaton.

It also warred against relativism. The ChurchOgask
of evangelizaion is endangered, it said, Oly relativistic
thearies which seek to justify religious pluralism, no
only de facto, but also de jureQ[by right]. Such thearies

overlook the fact that humanfreedbm is not indifference;
it israther directed toward truth.

In noting ecumerical consideraions, the CDF spoke
of a close connection between evargelizaion and
ecunenism in the serse that Christian divisions serioudy
compromise the credbility of the ChurchOsevangelizing
mission. The more ecumerism brings about greaer unity
amang Christians, the more effecive that evangelizaion
will be.

When Catolic evargelizaion takes place is a
country where other Christiars live, Catholics must take
careto carry out their mission with Oloth true regpect for
the tradtion and spiritual richesof such countriesaswell
asasincerespirit of cooperation.O

The CDF noted ecumerismOdiifferent dimersions:
listering, Oasa fundamertal condition for ary dialogueO;
thedogical discussion, On which, by seekng to
underdand the beliefs, tradtions, and convictions of
others agreemert can be found, at times hidden under
disageenenO; and witness and proclamaion, Qof
elemerts which are not particuar tradtions or
thedogical subtleties but which belong rather to the
Tradtion of the faith itself.O

Society News

New Pamphlets

391 Official Declarations on Medugorje

392 The Meaning of Inspired Scripture

393 Fundamentalist Interpretation of Scripture
394 The Vatican and the Death Peralty

395 Compulsory Sterilization

396 Deadly Medcine: Credting the Master Race
397 The NaziOS-4 Euthanasia Program

398 Principle of Double Effect

399 Heavenand the World, Victor R. Claveay MJ
400 Living Tabernacles Victor R. Claveay MJ
401 Fourth of July

402 Saint Josephine Bakhita

403 Papal Succesion

404 A Brief History of the Rosary, St. Louis de Monfort
405 Anglicanism

406 SacredImages

407 The Veil, Jackie Freppon

408 The Crucifix, Stations of the Cross, and the
Venreration of the Cross



409 Holy Water

410 Hell DoesExist! Martin J. Scdt, S.J.

411 Anti-Catholic Prejudice, Martin J. Scdt, S.J.

412 Was Abraham LinconOsAssassination a Jesiit
Plot? Victor R. Claveay MJ

413 Medugorje Evaluated in New Sudy, James
Likoudis.

New Spanish CD Lectures:

SO1 La Nueva Vida En El Espiritu BUna Explicacion,
Deacwon Nick Carrillo

S Abre La Puerta A Cristo, Pepe Prado

S06 Evangelizar Con Gran Poder, Pepe Prad

SO07 La NuevaVida En El Espiritu-Una Explicacion,
Pepe Prado

S8 Sacramento De Reconciliacion: Perdon, Sanacion,
Celelracion, Pepe Prado

S09 AvaQue Abrimos Las Puertas A Cristo? Ahora
Que?Pepe Prac

S10 Bautismo En El Espiritu Santo, Pade Florercio
Rodriquez

S13 Cristo Sobre Todo Lo Otro. Jesse Romero

S15 Devocion Biblicaa la Virgen Maria, Jesse Romero
S17 El Poder De La Sagrada Eucaristia, Jesse Romero
S18 Encerdiendo El Fuego De Fe, Jesse Romero

S21 AHay Garantia En La Gloria? Jesse Romero

S22 Jesis Ayer, Hoy y Sempre, Jesse Romero

S24 La Biblia, El Diemoy El Cristiano, Jesse Romero
S La Confesony La Eucaristia, Jesse Romero

S2% Lalgleday LaBiblia, Jesse Romero

S27 La Presrcia Red De Cristo En La Sagrada
Eucaristia, Jesse Romero

S Vayan y Hagan Discipulos de Todas las Naciones
Jesse Romero

S36 Celelrando Diversidad En Un Espiritu-El Espiritu
De Cristo, MariaVada

S37 Maria-Modelo Del Nuevo Milenio, Maria Vada

Pamphlet Racks

We have purchased 50 pamphlet racks at a discount
from the marufacturer. These racks are now being made
available, completely stocked with 1,875 pamphlets, for
only $400.00. There is certainly a hunger amayg the
laity for accuate Catholic informaton. We now offer
over 400 pamphlets on 40 different topics from
Abortion to World Religions.

For those of you living in Sauthern California, a
Saciety board member will travel to meet with any
pagor who dedresto explore the possibility of placing a
pamphlet display rack in their parish. Members should
contact their padors and explain the berefits of
providing our pamghlets to the congregation.

We will placea display rackon ano obligation, trial
bags. If after this trial period, the pador decides not to
continue displaying the pamphlets, we will remove it as
soon as possible and therewill be no cost. On the other
hand, if he should decide to keep and maintain the
display, he will then pay $400.00 to cover the cost of the
display and the initial stock of pamphlets.

Members should contact their pagor and set up an
appointmert to discuss the program. Call 760-488-2919
to coordinate an appointmert.

Pamplets can be either downloaded from the
Saciety website at no cost or purchased in lots of 1,875
for $125.00 (about 6¢ eacl). The pamphlets come pre-
folded which save a greatdeal of time and effort. There
are five differert lots availalde, the titles of which are
found on our website.

Accounting Help Needed

We are in nea of a volunteer Tax Accountant
located in Southern California (more specificaly, in
the Inland Empire). If you have the necesary
qualifications and would like to help the Scciety
please call Victor at 760-488-2919.

Evangdization Tip

I have printed out on small-medum size paper "Got
truth? Wart to know what the Catholic Church realy
teacles? Plea® visit www.pjpiisoeorg”. | leawe them on
Cars lobbies redrooms, and clubhouses Hopefully
someme will wart to know the armswer to the question:
Got truth?N Jose G.

Another good evargelizaton idea is to place the
following ad or one similar in your local newspaper.
Y ou canchange the mailing address or use the Scciety .

What doesthe Catholic
Churchreally teach about
Homosexuality ?

To get the answerto this or
Any other quedion regardng
Catholic belief, send your
Quedion along with a stamped,
Sef-addressed ervelope to:
The Pope John Paul |1
Saciety of Evangelist
14818 Rarchero Rd.
Hegeria, CA 92345



The above is one column two inch ad and should be
fairly inexpersive, egecially if you contract for three
months or more.

The topic can be varied from week to week We
offer the following topicsand a pamphlet suggedion(s).

HomosexualityN Pamghlet 170
Original SinNl Pamphlet 251

Blessed Virgin MaryN Pamphlet 014
LiberalismN Pamphlet 063
EutharasaN Pamphlet 021 or 042
PrededinationN Pamphlet 193
FreemasonryN Pamphlet 051
JustificaionN Pamhlet 302 or 068
Biblical InterpretationN Pamphlet 334
DivorceN Pamphlet 060 or 242

Hoy CommunionN Pamphlet 235
Which isthetrue religionN Pamphlet 286
Infant BaptismN Pamphlet 089 or 011
Being Born AgainN Pamphlet 325
Faith and WorksN Pamphlet 045

You might also consider sending the regponderts a
pamphlet eachmonth for a period of 3-4 months; then
referthem to the local pagor for furtherinstruction.

Questions from our members

Quedion: Please the meaning of the word
CGRubri csQ which isused in referenceto the Mass.

Answer: The word OriricsO (from the Latin word
rubber N @edQ refersto the direcions printed in redin
the Missal and the breviary and in the other official
prayer books of the Church. These directons presribe
in great detail the ceremonies and acions to be
performed by the pried and/or other participarnts in the
various forms of worship such as the offering of Holy
Mass and the administration of the sacramets. The red
print is used mainly for clarity and distinction. Caron
Law requires strict observance of the rubrics in the
liturgical books for the celelration of the Mass, the
recitation of the Divine Offi ce and the administration of
the sacramens.

Quedion: How often do | have to go to confession
when | receive Holy Communion daily?

Answer: There is no regulation binding you to go to
confession before receiving Holy Communion if you are
in the state of grace,but it is customary and prudert for
frequent communicarts to go to confession every two
weeks, or at leas monthly. The sacranert of peranceis
always a fitting preparaton for Holy Communion, since
along with its primary effect of redoring sanctifying
graceto the soul in a state of sin; it also carrieswith it a
sacranertal grace through which we are strengthered to

resdst tempation. Beddes like all the other sacamerts,
confession increagssanctifying grace in our souls when
thatgraceis alread/ presert.

Quedion: There seems to be quite a difference of
opinion among the clergy as to whether or not the
holy water fonts in churches should be emptied of
holy water and refilled with sand or rocks during
lent. Would you please clarify the Chur chesposition?

Answer: While the holy water fonts are empied
from the Mass of the Lord's Supper until they arerefilled
with water blessed at the Eager Vigil, they should not be
emgpied prior to Holy Thursday. The following letter
from the Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacamerts reject this pracice. Note
the strong bias (rea®n 1) against inverting pracicesnot
called for in the liturgical law. Forcibly rejected is the
argumert used by some to justify their abusesthat Ot is
not forbidden, so | cando it.OIn realty, no one may do
in that liturgy that which is not presribed by the
Church, specifically the Apostolic See, who alone has
auhority overit (SC 22, caron 838.

Congregation de Cultu Divino et Disciplina
Sacramertorum, Prat. N. 569/00/L Dear Fater:

March 14, 2000

This Congregation for Divine Worship hasreceived
your letter sert by fax in which you ak whether it isin
accad with liturgical law to remove the Holy Water
from the fonts for the duration of the sea®n of Lert.

This Dicagery is ale to regpond that the remaoving
of Holy Water from the fonts during the sea®n of Lent
is not permitted, in particular, for two rea®ns:

1. The liturgical legslation in force doesnot forese
this innovation, which in addition to being praeer legem
is contrary to a balanced underganding of the sea®n of
Lert, which though truly being a sea®n of perance is
also a sea®n rich in the symbolism of water and
baptism, constartly evokedin liturgical texts.

2. The ercouragemert of the Church that the faithful
avail themselvesfrequertly of the [sic] of her sacramelts
and sacranentals is to be underdood to apply also to the
sea®n of Lent. The "fag" and "abstinence" which the
faithful embrace in this sea®n does not extend to
abstaining from the sacramets or sacranertals of the
Church. The practice of the Church has beento empy
the Holy Water fonts on the days of the Sacred Triduum
in preparaion of the blessing of the water at the Eager
Vigil, and it corregponds to those days on which the
Eucharist is not celebrated (i.e., Good Friday and Holy
Saurday).

Hoping that this reslves the quedion and with
every good wish and kind regard, | am,

Sincerely yoursin Christ, [sighed|

Mons. Mario Marini Undersecretary



Quedion: At an area meeting of clergy, three of
my pried colleaguesstated that they anointed gravely
ill infants because the Catechism did not forbid this.
Isthispermissible?

Answer: In short, the amswer is no. It is neither
logical nor correct to have the Catechism arswer
guedions that were not aked of it (cf. CCC =1514-
1516). Whereas the same Catechism (1992) does cite
the relevart caron law and the Rite of Anointing (1972)
both of which directly arswer this quedion.

First, the lawN Caron 1004, al: Ohe amointing of
the sick canbe administeredto any memter of the faith
who, having reached the use of rean (adepto rationis
usu) begns to be in danger by rea®n of illness or old
ageO

Next, the Rite of Anointing (Ordo Unctionis
Infirmorum (11/30/72) states in the Praemtanda or
OlrroductionO: OS¢k children may be arointed if they
have suffi cient use of reason (cum talem habert usum
rationis) to be comforted by this sacrametO (Ordo, n.
12).

Since your letter describes OnfantsO as those who
are 1l or 2 years old, clearly thes are not the proper
recipierts of this Sacramen since by no calculation
would anyone sugged that they have reacted the age of
reasn.

A Catolic Universty dissertaton (Caron Law
Series ©419) treas at some length the quedion of
attaining the use of rea®n in this context (cf. C. G.
Rerati, The Recipient of Extreme Unction [1961] pp.
101-108). Rerat arguesthat in the pag some particular
legslation required the recipient to be of a fixed age
beyond that which brings the use of reasn. But, Pgpe
Beredct XIV (1748) ruled emphatically: O/ soon as
children are judged capalbe of knowing right from
wrong and of being answerable for their acts they canbe
arointed should they fall seriously illO(p. 102). Not to
administer this Sacranert to children who have reached
the use of rea®n was de<ribed by the Decree Quam
singulari (1910) asa Ogtegalle abuse.O

In view of Rerati Osscholarly researchit is fair to say
thatit hasnever beenthe tradtion nor the practice of the
Church to administer this Sacranert to those who have
never attained the use of rea®niN they are simply
ineligible to receive this Sacament.

Doesthis leawe us without spiritual mears and aids
for infants who are seriously ill? I think not! Surely
prayer (individual or group) canbe offered novermascan
be offered as can all sorts of pious works and efforts.
Indeed the Holy Secrifi ce of the Mass canbe offeredfor
this specifi c purpose.

Plea® E-mail your quedion(s) to:
pjpiisoe @eartlink.net

Spread the Word about the Society

Let us know what you aredoing to spreadthe Faith,
as your story might encourage others to do the same.
Saciety membership is slowly growing by word of
mouth. It is imperaive that we spreadthe word about the
materials we offer in order to evargelize the world.
Pleag tell everyone you know about the Scciety.
Forwardthis newsletter to family and friends.

Donations

We wish to sincerely thark each and every one of
you who donated to the Scciety in the pag month.
Without finarcial contributions we will not survive.
Thereis still much work to be done and we rely on your
gerergsity to continue.

Are you taking advartage of the materials we offer?
During the pad few months, we have filled hundreds of
orders for books and CD lectures Thes materials are
sold at our cost. We sincerely wart to continue to
provide matrials as inexpersively as possible, but we
will only be ade to do this with your generous
contributions.

Our immedate needis the purchase of additional
printers and a new computer. When our goal to place
these 50 racks is achieved, it is conceivalle that we will
have ordersfor as mary as 50,000 pamphlets per week.
Thatnumberisfarbeyond our present capahilities

We can only minister to the evangelization needs
of Catholicsthrough the generous support of fri ends
and members like you. A $30 tax deductible donation
will provide 500 pamphlets for a poor parish or
prison ministry. $125 will provide 1,875 pamphlets.
$400 will provide a pamphlet display rack complete
with 1875 pamphlets

Please join us in ministering to our Catholic
brothers and sisters, and reaching out to those
searching for thetru th of the Catholic Faith.

Plea® consider a monthly tax deductible donation.
Take a momert right now and write a check Any
amaunt will help us to stay afloat and accamplish the
mary goals that we have setfor thisyear.

Help us to build up the Church. Pleags make your
check out to the Poe John Paud Il Scociety of
Evargelists, and mail it to the Pgoe John Pau 1l Scciety
of Evangelists:

The Pope John Paul Il Scciety

24818 Rarchero Rd.

Hegeria, CA 92345

Thark you for your prayersard fi nancial help.



