HOMILY FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD (CHRISTMAS) YEAR C
A CELEBRATION OF PEACE AND LOVE

The story of Christmas is one of deliverance and salvation from bondage, enslavement and unjust leadership caused by sin.  Genesis account tells us that God created the world in perfect harmony and peace, and said that everything is good.  This good world did not last long.  A little while sin came and evil’s door let loose (Gen 3:14).  The darkness of sin was scattered all over the earth.  


There grew a disorder and disharmony in the world – Cain killed his brother Abel; Esau was deceived by his brother Jacob; Joseph was sold by his brothers into Egypt, Sampson was tricked by his wife Delilah; Jezebel and Ahab coveted Naboth’s land and killed him; David killed Uriah and took over his wife, Absalom usurped his father’s kingdom, bad leadership divided the Jewish kingdom into North and South, and the Jews can no longer act as one and as a result they were often times taken into captivity by Assyria, Persia and Babylon.  The power of evil spread like a wild fire and the heat of it was felt by all.

The readings during Christmas tell us about the desperate situation of this people before King Cyrus took over their last captor (Babylon) and sent the Jews home. They saw themselves as a nation forgotten and rejected by their God.  They had difficult time restoring their old institutions, their economy, their capital Jerusalem, their temple on Mount Zion in the center of Jerusalem.  Prophets after prophets told them that the Messiah is to come who will deliver them from their predicaments.  This is what the scriptures call living in darkness.

 
 The rebuilding of the land of Judah and its inhabitants was not easy – slow and frustrating.  To get the flavor of it, imagine how American Southerners might have felt during Reconstruction or the families in New Orleans when they returned to a fire-damaged home and water-drowned homes.  The gist of the passages is that the people should keep up their spirits because they and their city will soon enjoy prosperity again and international fame and the land will no longer be a ghost town – for the light of salvation would visit it.  Jesus, the child/son born to us is the new king (Messiah) in Israel who will come to liberate the people from bondage and suffering.  He inherits the throne of David (whose glorious reign roughly four centuries earlier was still the source of national pride and hope).  Through the virgin birth, Jesus visited our land to carry out the work of deliverance and salvation.

Today when we celebrate the birth of God man, we celebrate the birth of our salvation.  Because it is the salvation of humanity in Jesus Christ, Christmas then is the celebration of the greatest mystery of mankind – they mystery of God becoming man, the mystery of love, liberation, reconciliation and joy.  This is why cries of “Merry Christmas” echo every where today.  As a celebration of love, Christmas tells us that there is a love without boundaries, a father’s love that counts no cost too great for bringing us to himself; a home open to everyone; a root that binds us to one another.


By coming into our world after the disobedience of our fore-fathers in faith (the Jews), Christmas then becomes God’s feast of reconciliation with humanity.  As it were, the sin of our first parents caused a moral, social and political upheavals that left the universe in a very serious disorder and disharmony.  At Christmas, God shows himself in Christ as the true engineer of the universe, who has come to repair what sin has destroyed.  Christmas becomes by that fact, not only a religious feast of reconciling man with man and the human race with God, but also a scientific feast of the restoration of equilibrium and the thrashing down of rebellion.


This Christ-like reconciliation is presented in unbelievable pictures in the Oracle of Isaiah: “Wolves and sheep living together in peace, leopards lying down with the kid, calves and lion cubs feeding together and little children taking care of them all.  The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together (Is 11:6-10).  This imagery implies that there is no kind of enmity, malice, antagonism, hatred, rancor, acrimony, divisiveness, rivalry, feud and hostility amongst men and women that cannot be resolved in the spirit of Christmas.  

So, let our resolution in this Christmas be to cooperate with Jesus, the prince of peace, in his efforts to restore harmony in creation and peace among men.  Finally, let us pause on this, another Christmas day, to remind ourselves that the Christian spirit is the Christmas spirit – extended throughout life.  That we must allow its grace to permeate and influence our personality, not only this period, but every day of our life.

