SOLEMNITY OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY, 2007

THE NATURE OF GOD WE WORSHIP

The perception of God as a Trinity (three persons in one God, equal in divinity and distinct in personality) has never ceased to be a turbulent issue.  But Trinity is the only way God can exist in Christianity given his revelation in the Bible: a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”; Jesus in turn tells us: “I and the father are one” (John 10:30); as well as speaks about the Holy Spirit whom the Father will send in his name (John 14); and asks his disciples to baptize and proclaim the Good News in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Matt 28:19).   Given all this, Trinity becomes the only way God can exist in Christianity.  This does not make him three gods, he is still one and undivided.  We can better understand this when we consider that a man is one and can be described as a soulish being, spirit being and physical being.

Given the difficulty involved in understanding this mystery, experts in Theology advice us that God does not want us to know how God is a Trinity but only why he is a Trinity.  In response to why God is a Trinity, theologians teach us that he is a community of persons, and wants us to build a human community after the manner of the Trinity.  In today’s Gospel John pictures Jesus as confiding that He reverences the inability of His closest followers to understand clearly all that He is and has been about.  The “Spirit of truth” will continue to and continuously reverence the readiness-time for these truths to be digested.  

The good news today is that God does not exist in solitary individualism but in a community of parsons.  God did not keep what he is to himself but shared it with the world (Jn3:16); Jesus shared his body and blood for the life of the world (John 6:51) and the Holy Spirit shared his gifts to believers freely (1 Cor. 12:4ff).  There is no sectionalism in God but love, peace and unity.   As the Trinity shares love, fellowship and grace amongst themselves and with humanity (2 Cor. 13:14), so humans are required to live a life of sharing.   So with the Trinity we are all brothers and sisters.  
With the Trinity God makes himself available to humanity.  This way he tells us that he is a God who cherishes communication, who wants to reach and be reached.  He is not a God who is out there in isolation or can only be reached in a book or through special rituals.  When he was on earth, Jesus was in constant communion with God.  He prayed to him all the time and received approval from Him.  In his Body and Blood he establishes a communion between us and the Father; and the Spirit (Romans 8:26) is given to us to enable us communicate with Him.  With the image of the Blood and Body of Christ and the Seal of the Holy Spirit on us, we now share the dignity that belongs to God; the dignity of God’s sons and daughters (Eph 4:30); the dignity to enter the sanctuary and communicate with God, and cry Abba, Father (Rom 8:15).  Any one who does not pray is not living up his or her life as a son or daughter of God at the level of the dignity of our sonship in the Trinity.  

So, God is God only in a Trinitarian relationship.  As those made in God’s image, we can be fully human only in a relationship with him and with others.  In that way our life becomes Trinitarian like that of God.  It is in living the reality of being truly a family that we have a glimpse into the life of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. After all is said and done, we exist not just for our selves, we exist for others. That is what the life of the Holy Trinity is all about, and being made in the image and likeness of God that’s what our lives are all about. 

