HOMILY FOR THE FEAST OF PENTECOST, 2007

GIFTED TO SERVE HIS CHURCH
Right from creation of man and woman as recorded in Genesis 1:26, and the subsequent separation from God due to the sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve, human beings have been longing for a union with God.  It is as a result of this that men tried without success at Babel to build a tower to God in Genesis (chapter 11), but failed when God gave them varied tongues that made communication amongst them difficult if not impossible.  

On their way from Egypt to the Promised Land, the Israelites were consoled when God chose to communicate with them again through Moses.  One day in their desperate need for God’s presence, and Moses was no where to be found, they made for themselves a resemblance of God into an image and worshipped it to satisfy their longing.  To response to this longing rightly, God entered into different Covenant (Abrahamic, Davidic and Senaitic) relationships with them but they could not keep their part of the deal.

Through the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah, God indicated his interest to come and live among his people.  While Isaiah (7:10-14) sees this in the coming of Jesus Christ, Jeremiah (33:14-16) sees it in the coming of the Spirit of God through whom God will live in the hearts of his people.  Isaiah’s prophesy was fulfilled when Jesus was born in Bethlehem.  But at the time he was to go to the father (John 14:15-17), he promised to send the Holy Spirit (a fulfillment of Jeremiah’s prophesy), another advocate, to believers.  This way, God will dwell with believers for ever.  On the Pentecost day the Holy Spirit was born, and he pitched his tent among believers for ever unlike in Old Testament when he had a temporary dwelling with God’s servants.  In this new dispensation, no matter how we live our life today, once the Holy Spirit is received initially, does not take leave of the believer.  This is good news but remember that any sin against Him is not forgiven (Mathew 12:31-32).  So, the Holy Spirit is not to be taken for granted at all.

Pentecost has a unique implication than many of us know.  It is not so much the miracle of the spirit’s linguistic diversity but the miracle that God wants to speak to each of us in our own language and move us to action.  Through the prophecy of Jeremiah, God indicates interest of indwelling in the hearts of his people.  He wants to be brought home and not seen as a heavenly warden, or be sought for in the books of the law, hymns, the Rosary, etc – these are too external.  He wants to flow from within into those forms and aids to the Faith and not verse-versa.  According to our readings at this Mass, those who received the Holy Spirit have something in common – they spoke in tongues, proclaimed the Good News, testified about the Lord, etc.  This goes to mean that the Holy Spirit is the spirit of action.  He can never be present without some kind of manifestation, without some action.  We do not receive him to keep to ourselves but to expend and share with others.  What this means is that the Spirit of God is given to each one of us for a purpose.  How far then have you been able to put your gifts to use to realize this purpose?  

With the descent of the Holy Spirit, God is no longer a distant God who is out there somewhere, but rather he is present in us in the Spirit.  You do not have to have more of him once you receive him but he can have more of you.  It is then our duty in faith to provide him an opportunity to have us more by avoiding sins and living in holiness.  He is within us so that we could have strength in ourselves and not strength in our wardrobe, cardboard, car, drugs, marijuana, alcohol, gun, money, etc. but strength in the Spirit within us.  So, the Good News today is that God is no longer out there, he is present in you.  Therefore, you are no longer a private person to live your life any how you want but according to his commandments (Rom 12:1-2).  It is for this reason that Paul tells the Corinthian Church “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who lives within you…. You are not your own… therefore glorify God in your body (1 Cor. 6:19-20).  Further he said “Do not grieve or make the Holy Spirit annoyed (Eph 4:30).  This is a serious reminder to treat the Spirit within us with utmost respect by the way we live.
Finally, today we are not celebrating the feast to receive the Holy Spirit anew, we have him already.  We are doing what Paul tells Timothy: “I wish to remind you, timothy, to fan into flame the gifts in you, which you received on the day I laid my hands on you” (2 Tim 1:6).  Let the message of this Mass help us to fan our spiritual gifts into flame by asking God to renew and rekindle the Spirit within us so that in his power and inspiration, we will avoid sin, witness the Good News and serve him in our neighbor faithfully.

            

            

 

