HOMILY FOR GOOD FRIDAY – (04/06/07)

As you can see, it is not easy to proclaim today’s homily because of the many scenarios involved in the readings – scenarios that exhibit nothing but evil and wickedness.  This is why the message of Good Friday can be aptly said to be a story of the triumph of falsity over truth, of injustice over justice, of evil over goodness, of hatred over love and of death over life?  In fact, it is a story of betrayal and lies, dishonesty and meanness, unfaithfulness and wicked violence directed against an innocent and apparently helpless victim.  The greatest agony here is that Jesus came to save sinners but was killed by those he came to save.

Apart from the wicked treatment by the people, Jesus’ greatest agony to my mind comes from misunderstanding of his identity and the deliberate betrayal and denial by Judas and Peter.  In moments of suffering – injustice, accusation, rejection or abandonment – the greatest consolation comes from friends and fans.  The betrayal by Judas and denial by Peter gave the most excruciating pains of his passion.  Imagine how he felt when Judas took it upon himself to bring together, face to face, Jesus and the Roman authorities.  Imagine how he felt, when he looked to Peter to stand by him but only to hear him deny him before his torturers with swearing and curses.  These attitudes bespeak of the pains Jesus endured when he tried unsuccessfully to plead with the Jews to accept him but they refused and turned around to accuse him of things he did not do (John 10:31-42). Who can measure the wound in the heart when a friend betrays you? Examples of parents come to mind who give everything to their children and the children willingly run off with strangers. Think too of spouses who experience betrayal when hidden secrets of their soul mates for life are revealed.  All of them know something of what Jesus was feeling when Judas walked out that door. It became night. Satan’s upper hand was staring to show.

Today, Jesus is still suffering in the hands of so many who deliberately do not want to accept who and what he is but continue to look for ways to discredit him.  He is still suffering great denial through the occult practices of some Christians in the world today.  In spite of the much gospel that has been preached some people still derive joy in denying his true identity and giving him false identity.  Some accuse him of being the husband of Mary Magdalene and father of some biological children born to him by Mary Magdalene, others accuse him of being a homosexual just because his apostles are made up of only men, and still others accuse him of conspiring with Judas to kill himself. So many movies and literature books exist today that portray him in a bad light.  

Again Jesus continues to suffer in those unjustly condemned to prisons in so many countries, those who die as a result of political oppression, those that are killed in civil, national and international wars; the refugees who are suffering from hunger and diseases in many countries, those falsely accused of what they did not do; those who are carrying different crosses resulting from sickness of different kinds, unemployment, hunger and homelessness. 
Today the Church invites her sons and daughters to reflect on the passion and allow the suffering of Jesus to provoke you to think about ways and means you can help to eradicate suffering, injustice, false accusation, persecution and torture.  What Jesus expects from us is to join him in our daily undertakings to fight opposition, false rumors, blackmail, denial and abuse of rights and privileges.  Another way to identify with his suffering and insult is to do all within our power to avoid inflicting injuries on others or indulge in attitudes that discredit individuals, to stop causing grief to others through false accusation, gossips, suspicion, betrayal, cheating, disgrace, defamation of characters and to work to alleviate human sufferings in its many forms.

It is in grateful consideration of this heroic sacrifice of the Lord that the Church profoundly and solemnly worships the cross this evening.  Just as heroic men and women kiss their victory belts, guns and cups after victorious achievements, today believers in Jesus Christ kiss the Cross of the Lord this night with devotion as our instrument of victory over sin, death and the vicissitudes of life.   

 

