EASTER – A CELEBRATION OF JOY (2007)
           Today we celebrate how Jesus was vindicated by his father when he rose triumphantly from death to the surprise and dismay of his enemies: unhindered by hatred of the authorities, by the stone covering his grave and the soldiers keeping watch over him.  He has by his resurrection demonstrated that death is not a wall, annihilation or an end but a door to eternal life.

When we reflect on what happened on Good Friday – the triumph of the reign of sin and darkness over Jesus and his resurrection which we celebrate today, we cannot but shout with joy.    On this fateful day, the Roman officials and the Jews thought all about Jesus was over when Jesus cried out in a loud voice; “It is finished”, and gave up his ghost.  But to prove that he is “the Life and Resurrection”, he rose triumphantly on the third day after his burial.  As you can see, hatred and injustice did not restrain him from rising.  
             It is only through his resurrection we can see and appreciate his heroic death.  In the resurrection Jesus demonstrated his victory over death, sin and Satan as he opened the way to the kingdom of God.  In this celebration, we recall that with the sin of Adam and Eve, heaven was shot up (John 3:13) and all who died before the Good Friday event remained in the grave – the land of the dead.   Here they did not enjoy freedom because they were bound and in slavery to Satan whom the sin of Adam and Eve made to be in charge (Luke 4:5-6).  At this time Satan was in possession of the key of death and life. 
            When on the Cross Jesus promised the repentant thief a place in the kingdom, he was referring to the victory he was going to accomplish with his death and resurrection.  As Hebrews 3:14-15 put it: “Jesus died so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death and free those who all their lives are held in slavery by their fear of death”.   As the savior of all humanity, he descended into hell (sho’el) after his death, and there proclaimed the Good News of salvation to the dead held captive by Satan (Matt 27:52-53).   And with the power of his resurrection on the third day, Jesus broke lose from the chain of death over him, took back the key of death from Satan and liberated the dead he held in captivity.   As he told John “I am the first and the last, the one who lives.  Once I was dead, but now I am alive forever and ever.  I hold the keys to death and nether-world” (Rev. 1:17b – 18). 
            As you can see, with his resurrection he destroyed the power which death has over human soul and proved that there is life after death.    He also opened the way to the father so that believers like the repentant thief can now have access to the kingdom of God after physical death.  With his resurrection he has calmed down our fear; the kind of fear that made many in the past remain subjects to Satan.  Dying or being buried which was seen as the end of life is now a mere transition.  Now the dead goes on living in eternity even after death.  What a joy!  No wonder when he rose up from the grave Jesus told his disciples “Be of good cheers, for I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 
            You can now see the reason why Easter is such a great celebration for Christians, and why every tongue is full of shouts of Alleluia.   It is a joy that death is defeated, the hold of sin broken and freedom restored.  Today the Church is inviting us to believe and remain in his love so that as he promised “I am the resurrection and the life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die” (John 11:25-26).  So, as we celebrate the resurrection of the Lord, let us renew our resolve to show our belief in him through good work and worship.  Let us allow the hope in the resurrection to help us reject sin and accept Jesus as the Lord and Master of our lives and activities knowing fully well that without fidelity to his commandments no one shall enjoy the life after death with Him in heaven (Rev. 21:27).
 

