THE SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING – YEAR C

Today the universal Church celebrates the kingship of Jesus Christ.  God used to be the King of Israel until in the first book of Samuel (chapter 8), they asked Samuel to choose a king for them unmindful of their status as a Theocratic Nation.  Samuel was not happy to hear this from the people but God told him to heed to their request.  The moment kingship came into the hands of men; the corruption of power became the order of the day.  Kings rose and fell leaving misery and the scares of corruption and disorder.  Then came true what Hobbes said: “Power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely”.

God did not give up on the people.  Through his son Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God was brought again to the earth.  Through his ministry, Jesus showed the world the ideal kingship.  As a king Jesus healed the sick and delivered those held captives by Satan and sin (Mathew 12:28).  He raised the self-esteem of women and restored the dignity of the Gentiles who were considered as pagans and outcast s.  The gospel presents Christ as the king who gave up his life to save humanity condemned to die.   The second reading portrays Jesus as the King who destroyed satanic induced kingdoms and delivered his people from darkness and enslavement into God’s wonderful light.  No wonder inspired by these laudable deeds, Pilate was compelled to call him the king of the Jews (John 19:19).  Even then, those who were opposed to his kingship attacked and killed him unjustly.

The spread of the truth of this kingdom is slow today because godly kingship is under attack by evil powers and godless leaders.  There are so many ideologies and laws prevailing in different societies and Nations that are opposed to Jesus’ kingdom.  Jesus knew it would be this way and he told his disciples to pray thus “Our Father, who art in heave.  Hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” (Mathew 6:10).  It is unfortunate that we pray for the kingdom to come but are not ready to allow it reign over us.  We yet allow our selfish opinions to prevail in our choices and decisions. 

 The greatest way we can make him a king is by accepting to live in his kingdom.  There is no king without a kingdom.  The kingdom of Jesus exists where his commandments are obeyed.  Conversely, the kingdom of Satan exists where sin is committed.  Sin is the means through which Satan rules his subjects.   On the other hand, Obedience is the means God uses to rule his subjects.  And according to Jesus (Mathew 6:24) you cannot serve both God and mammon; you either you serve one or the other but not both (Mathew 6:24).

Another way we can promote the Kingdom is to see Jesus as the King of kings.  In other words, Christ is involved in politics.  For those who say the Church should not speak politics because the separation of Church state, Jesus wants us to understand that though we have separation of Church and State but not separation of God and State.  This is why the state must strive always to be under God.  Christ may not belong to a particular political party, but he is interested in those who govern and how they rule, because they are supposed to be instruments through which God cares for his people (Romans 13:1-7).  It is our duty as princes and princesses to vote God’s kingdom into power when we go to the polls.  So, be patriotic, bring your country back to Christ.  Vote wisely.  Contribute to the ideas that help to shape the nation and the world today.  This is how we allow Christ to be king not just in our hearts, not just in our church, but also in our nation and in our world.
