HOMILY FOR THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD YEAR C

ASCENSION OF THE LORD

 
Ascension celebrates the going into heaven of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will appreciate the importance of this feast if we can recall that when Jesus came into this world he said to his disciples: “No one has gone up to heaven, except the one who has come from heaven – the son of man” (John 3:13). In his teaching about the rich man and Lazarus Jesus told his disciples that Lazarus died and went to Abraham’s bosom (Luke 16:22).  He could not go to heaven because Jesus had not died, heaven was not yet open, and Satan still had the power of death (Heb 2:14).  But while on the Cross before he gave up his spirit, he promised the repentant thief: “Amen, I say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:42-43).  By his ascension Jesus entered into heaven on our behalf to plead for us at the right hand of the father.  The letter to the Hebrews 4:14 and 6:19 see him as going into the inner-most sanctuary to perform his priestly act of intercession for his people.  

 By his ascension therefore, Jesus fulfills his teaching to the disciples that he is going to the father (John 14:1-4).  With his ascension he confirms his teaching about heaven as place where life continues after death.  Today we celebrate with joy that Jesus has opened the kingdom of heaven with his ascension; we also celebrate that the way to heaven is open to welcome God’s children to their fatherland for which Jesus said: “where I am there you shall be”.  It is very important to know that though heaven is open yet only those who do the will of God will enter it (Rev. 21:27).  The intent of this celebration therefore is to challenge us to look beyond death and see it not as an end but a beginning of good things and stop crying like those who have no hope (Rev. 21:1-5).

 In the ascension, the church wants us to see the uniqueness of each one of us.  As a unique person, Jesus went to heaven alone.  He did not go with his disciples or his mother or his beloved disciple John.  He wants us to learn that each one of us is responsible to what we do, and each one will face the judgment seat alone (Heb 9:27).  Your boy friend or girl friend, your husband or wife will not follow you or answer for you on the judgment day. As the Bible puts it: on the day of reckoning (Matt 24:40), two men will be together in the field, two women in the Store, one will be taken and the other left behind.  What this means is that we should stop walking with the crowd and realize our uniqueness. Do not fail to do good because others choose to do evil.  Do not fail to go to Church because your wife or husband chooses to stay at home. 

 Finally, the church wants us to realize that each one of us has a mission. With the ascension, we celebrate the end of the mission of Jesus in Israel. As we can see, in spite of his miracles, friends and enemies, the end of Jesus was cool and his mission was accomplished very perfectly.  When a child is born we rejoice, when she begins school we are excited.  But how many of them accomplish the objective for going to school.  Those who are responsible and serious about their studies graduate with diploma and have no need to look for ways to make up their credits. Others who fail to realize their mission will graduate as the students with the greatest truancies or absenteeism.   So, Jesus is telling us to learn from his ascension how to focus on our mission, be level headed and not give in to distractions.  

