HOMILY FOR THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C
BREAK THE CYCLE OF HOSTILITY

Today's gospel continues the Great Sermon of Jesus from where we left off last Sunday.    Last Sunday Jesus warned the disciples not to be distracted by the rich and well fed who do not know God but today he is telling them how to counter the hostility of the people.  As he puts it: “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. Give to everyone who asks you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them again” (6:27-30).

Like the disciples, we too are living in a society that is infested with hostility.  We have the Moslems who do not want to see eye to eye with Christians; we have the Media and Movies that make fun of our God given faith; we have atheists who make different efforts to frustrate the success of Christianity through different propagandas; we have political leaders who make different rules to stifle Christian moral codes.  Even Christians do not have true love amongst them; some Christians, far from living harmoniously as brothers and sisters often strive to get at the throat of one another and thus shamelessly carry out their daily existence in an atmosphere of prejudice, divisiveness, rancorous arguments and open hostility.  In his teaching Jesus told his disciples that “when wickedness is multiplied, most men’s love will grow cold” (Math 24:12).   This is our situation today; wickedness has become the other of the day, and is responsible for the wars among nations, conflicts among persons, present day terrorism and segregation due to race and religion.

Because it is in the nature of humans to revenge, some of us do not see anything wrong in the wars and hostility going on today in the world.  We feel reluctant to seek God’s will and or to ask if it is the will of God to pay evil for evil.  Today the church wants us to know that the disciples lived in a society that hated them too and treated them with hostility.  Today’s gospel is Jesus’ response to them in their situation: do not return hatred for hatred or hostility for hostility.   Jesus remains the greatest teacher and example of non-violence, for even as they were leading him out to a shameful, public execution on the cross, he was still able to say: “Father, forgive them: for they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34).  Our world can never know peace unless we heed this message to love and forgiveness and give peace a place.  

Unfortunately we have a judicial system that seems to promote “an eye with an eye”; a system that has led us to a litigious society.   Jesus is teaching us to rise above that culture of revenge.  The judicial system in our countries (that exists in us too) that may find various reasons to extend freedom to someone but in the end make us live like dogs and cats is anti-Christian.   We can learn a lot from David in today’s first reading.  David is more than making a judicial decision. In spite of the evil Saul planed and tried to unleash on him, David allowed Saul to go free and continue to be the king.   In his wickedness and jealous, Saul had thrown his spear at David while David was playing the harp and missed it, and further pursued him to kill him.  But when David found Saul asleep, he could kill him in revenge, but showed him mercy.  What seems to be mercy is rather a reverence for God Who anointed Saul as king of God’s people, Israel.  David was seeing God in Saul’s image and not his evil intentions (Gen 1:26).

To foster love God made forgiveness an antidote to failures in relationship.  This is what the readings set out to teach us today.  It scores the fact that human beings are weak, and as such bound to fail.  At times we feel that the best reaction when our marriage encounters some problem is to go our separate ways and remarry.  And when we do, it does not take much time to discover that human beings are the same every where.  Then the answer to failures in relationship is not divorce, separation, animosity, court action and wars but forgiveness except in extreme situations when letting go and or forgiveness do not produce any positive effect.  Even at that, we do not go into fighting but can separate and keep the other at arms length. 

Let us therefore learn to forgive, not as an imposition but as a positive Christian standard of behavior in the face of hostility knowing fully well that an eye for an eye leaves everybody blind. 

