HOMILY FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C
THE PRICE OF FOLLOWING JESUS


The gospel of today presents us with some information that is very difficult to understand.   Matthew has eight Beatitudes which predict the good life later in heaven for those who live the blessed life here on earth.  This is not the case with what the gospel of Luke presents today.  It declares blessings on those who are poor, hungry and weeping and pronounces woes on those who are rich, well fed and laughing.  Our struggle in life is to be rich and not to be poor.  For this reason we go to school and labor under the sun.  If this then is the case with us, how could Jesus who is all good declare a blessing on those who are poor, hungry and weeping and pronounce woes on those who are rich, well fed and laughing?  No good parent wishes his or her children to be poor, let alone our benevolent God.


To understand Luke’s beatitudes therefore we make reference to Jesus’ experiences during his ministry.  As we all know, Jesus was not accepted by the people.   He was seen as an outlaw.  Then to follow him was considered the height of insanity.  Those who followed him suffered a lot from the people, namely, the loss of inheritance from the family, rejection by friends and exclusion from the synagogue.  As a result the Apostles were very unsure of their future and felt a great concern.  Is it any wonder why Peter complained to Jesus “We have left everything to follow you, what then will there be for us?” (Math 19:27).  You can recall that after the death of Jesus they did not go back to rejoin their families, for they had no where to go, but locked themselves up in one place for fear of the Jews (John 20:19).  Is this not the reason why some of the smart disciples after their conversion would go and sell their lands first and brought the money to the apostles (Acts 4:36)?  


So the apostles were willing but afraid of the consequences of following Jesus.  With this situation, it will not be surprising why Jesus after calling the 12 Apostles as described by the preceding passage to today’s gospel, sets out to declare their rewards (Luke 6:12-16).  With these words of blessing, he assured them that they have taken the right steps.  He was like saying to them “those of you who accept these bad conditions as the price that you have to pay for following me, you are blessed persons.  With this assurance he calmed their fear and anxiety.


On the other hand, the woes refer to those who refused the invitation to follow Jesus.  The rich, the unconcerned, the full and the esteemed belong to the “now generation” and they are already receiving all that they desire.    Here Jesus does not condemn the wealthy, the well fed and those laughing.  God wishes his children the good of this life and afterlife.  “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom (Luke 12:32).  He is like telling his disciples: do not be distracted by the rich who feel they have made it in this world; those who love their possessions more than the giver; those who use their good positions to intimidate or oppose God’s commandments; those who invest all their fortunes in this life and have nothing to do with God.  Now they are laughing but at the end of life they will weep.  You have a future but they do not because they do not recognize me or live according to my commandments (Math 10:32-33).


Like the Apostles we have our own fears and anxiety when we are rejected because we marry from a certain race; when we oppose abortion or gay marriage and become the enemies of those who indulge in them; when people laugh at us that our offering is wasted on priests sexual abuse compensations; or when people look down on you because you are a person of faith and you openly live by your faith; when people call you a religious fanatic; when you are told that you have a “catholic guilt complex”; or that the pope does your thinking for you and all that priests want is your money.  You will be told all sorts of crazy things because the people making these sorts of statements think you are crazy.


There’s no doubt about it, Jesus has a system of values that is contrary to this world’s values.  The only question that remains is, “Are you crazy enough to accept them and live by them?  Are you ready to say yes to God when others say no?  It is easy to laugh at Jesus and call Him insane.  It’s hard to take Jesus’ way, truth and life seriously.  But if we do, we have His promise that He will be with us and that our reward in heaven will be out of this world.  Life’s loads are many times too much to bear.  But with God, no burden can be unbearable.  So, when people call you names because you want to do the will of God, do not develop cold feelings or be dismayed, instead  as Jesus puts it in Luke (6:20-23) , rejoice and be glad for surely your reward is great  in heaven.

