HOMILY FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C

IF YOU LOVE ME


When the Gentiles received the Good news and turned to the Lord, the Jews who thought they were the only people of God, an identity that made them look down on the surrounding nations, wanted the Gentiles to undergo an initiation into Judaism by observing the laws and traditions given by Moses.  This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with the Jews.  At the Council of Jerusalem, the Apostles, after praying over it, ruled that Judaism is not a requirement to becoming Christians.  What is important is that God has accepted and given the Gentiles his Holy Spirit.  God did not make any distinction between us (apostles) and the them (Gentiles).  In his letter, Peter considered it unjust for any one to put on the Gentiles a yoke which neither the Apostles nor their fathers have been able to bear.  It will be recalled here that it is Peter who spoke after the conversion of the first Gentile, Cornelius (Acts 10:34) thus: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism, but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.”


In this new dispensation of grace, John tells us in the second reading about his vision of the new Jerusalem with three gates that are open to those from the North, South, East and West without distinction or discrimination.  In the gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that love is the new commandment to be observed and the yardstick to measure our relationship with him.  He promised to send the advocate and give peace to the apostles.  Peace, Love and the Holy Spirit are the legacy he handed over to the Church.


We live in a world where there is much conversation about war and peace.  There is plenty of conflicts around that the love and peace taught by Jesus Christ is no where to be found.  While individuals are at war with one another, nations are also at one with one another.  The root of all conflicts, both national and personal, comes from the unjust use of power – it can be political power, economic power, technological and scientific power, power of position (head of the family, manager, president), power of popularity, power of might or holier than thou power, better than thou power as was the case of the Jews of the Apostolic Age.  According to Thomas Hobbes, power corrupts, absolute power corrupts absolutely.


Jesus is telling us that He is love and it is in truly loving him that we can love the world.  He wants to tell us that his relationship with us is founded on love.  Some people think that money, gun and intimidation or tolerance will solve the problem of conflicts and lack of peace we experience today.  Any unity achieved by tolerance, money, gun, truce, etc without love and forgiveness is bound to fail.  Jesus teaches in Mark 7:21 that war and conflicts come from the heart, and to solve them, the heart must be addressed.  The Apostolic Church resolved the dispute in the Apostolic Church by teaching the hearts of the Jews to accept and treat their fellows with love, and not use the mistakes of the past to judge the present.  The more we begin to realize the equality of all created in the image of God, and treat each person with love and acceptance, the more peace we would have in the society.


Today Jesus has given us his Spirit to enable us feel his presence in our lives and love him as a real person.  He has given us his Spirit to energize us when we feel weighed down or disappointed by the troubles of life and love.  He is asking us today to use our power, talents and gifts to save, deliver and redeem those in bondage, to make people feel happy and make the problems of life bearable.

