HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF YEAR  C

UNLESS THE LORD WATCHES OF THE CITY


Today’s readings show how God can make use of the most unlikely people to fulfill a divine purpose.   In these passages we see three men who are conspicuously weak and yet considered by God for some mission.  The passages tell us how Isaiah, Paul and Peter feel when contact with God helped them identify with their limitations.  Help came their way when personally each one sincerely acknowledged one’s fault.  Isaiah said: “Woe is me!  I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips! (6:5). Paul felt unfit to be called an apostle because he persecuted the Church of God (1 Cor. 15:9).  Peter fell down at Jesus’ feet and said “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” (Luke 15:8).  But Jesus took him where he was at and then went to work on him.  And look at what Peter accomplished later!  We see our limitations, but Jesus sees our possibilities.


Like these men, we too have our own weaknesses and sense of unworthiness.  Some of our unworthiness comes in the form of moral laxity, sinful indulgence, anger, unforgiveness, prayerlessness, drug addiction, social aberrations, past wicked acts, misused opportunities, etc.  Because of these we too feel very ashamed and or unfit to take up challenges to serve God in the Church or to volunteer our time and services to help in the religious education or corporal work of mercy going on in the parish.  Like Isaiah we give excuses and or complain like Peter. 

Today God is telling us that he has not given up on us; that we can be better persons, that we have potentials for excellence, that we are still fit for use to do his mission.  Experience has a lot to tell us about how God has used crooked hands to write straight in the lives of so many incapacitated and weak persons.  This way so many today with limitations have done some of the finest work in the world.  It could be argued that they accomplish these things because of their limitations.   When this happens, it is not because we use positive attitude to overcome our weakness, a lot depends on honest acknowledgement of one’s limitations or weaknesses and the willingness to change.

Hence, apart from the feeling of unworthiness expressed through sincere confession, these men expressed some feeling of willingness to change, to do God’s will and follow his directives.  This is shown by Isaiah on his readiness to be sent (Isaiah 6:8); and how Peter and his partners left everything and followed Jesus (Luke 15:11).  They did something concrete.   What this means is that merely feeling unworthy and incompetent does not make us into a people that God can work with.  We must add to that the availability and willingness to go out there and do as the Lord directs.  It is not enough to acknowledge one’s weakness, but to be willing to deal with it brings the disposition to improve and achieve greatness. 

As a matter of fact, Jesus is telling us that our human talents are great, our studies and experiences great but when we follow the guidance of the Lord in our lives, we achieve results that will surprise us.  “For cut off from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5).  As expert fishermen, Peter and his partners followed their own minds as to where and how to throw the net but caught nothing.  But when they followed the Lord’s guidance (which humanly speaking, did not make much sense) they made a tremendous success.  This is a lesson for us to know that “Unless the LORD watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain. ...Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain... “  (Ps 127:1).  
Do you feel unworthy?  That sense of failure may be your best chance to reach out to Jesus and receive attention from him.  God takes ordinary bread and common wine and changes them into his precious Body and Blood.  In the same way he can take us in all of our feelings of being unworthy and change us into his healing presence for those who come our way.  Do you feel unworthy to teach the word of God or witness for him in your daily undertakings?  God can make you proclaim the Good News of his love in the temple like Isaiah or like Paul announce it in foreign lands or like Peter speak up for God in your business or workplace.  Are you ready to experience transformation and be used by God?  Then lower your nets and see what you can bring back for God.  The Lord himself will see to it that He renders you fit for the job he wants you to do for Him just as he did with Isaiah, with Paul and with Peter.  

