HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C

LOVE AS CHRISTIAN IDENTITY

When God delivered the Israelites from Egypt he gave them the Ten Commandments to guide their relationship with one another.  In the actual living out of the commandments, the people deviated, and as a consequence, hatred, sectionalism, intimidation, war, selfishness, rancor and wickedness became the order of the day.  The poor were treated with neglect, lepers were ostracized, the Gentiles were discriminated against and women were relegated to the background.  Jesus came and taught his disciples about the new commandment of love which recognizes everyone as a child of God with rights and dignity.  At the end of his earthly ministry he reminded them: I give you a new commandment: love one another.  As I have loved you, so you also should love one another.  This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another” (13:34-35). With this Jesus declared love as the identity of believers. 


As a matter of fact, Jesus did not just preach about love or taught us to love, he demonstrated what this love is all about.  During his ministry Jesus was very passionate and sensitive to the needs of the people.   And out of love he devoted time to teach them how to do the will of God; to the blind he gave sight, to the deaf hearing, to the crippled ability to walk, to the hungry food and before the unjust authorities he defended and fought for the right of the people.  Towards the end of his ministry he said: “Greater love has no one than this to lay down his life for those he loves (John 15:13).  Here he made the sacrifice that denied him his life and by it paid the debts (it is finished) we owe due to our sin with his life.  So his relationship was characterized by sacrifice, sensitivity to the needs of the people and selfless service.    


 Love as we all know is a house hold word.  It is found in the lips of both young and old.  But at the same time love has been bastardized.  Like the Israelites we are living in a society and at a time when the world and society are full of hate, war and terrorism; the child hates parents, and wives and husbands celebrate divorce with impunity.  Today, love has become a thing for those who belong to us (and are therefore deserving of our love and concern) and those who do not belong to us (who can go to blazes).  As a result, our society has become infested with false and romantic love; Pop society tells us how to love; the Movie-stars present us with the kind of love to follow as models of love.  Love loses its purity and becomes a source of sin and evil.  

  
It is in this kind of situation that Jesus wants us to make a difference and permeate the society with true and genuine love like his own.  He wants non-Christians to recognize and differentiate Christians from the rest of the world through genuine and pure love.  He wants us to know that what changes the life of people is not so much the collection of truths, not teaching or preaching but people in whom they can see the truth of the gospel love lived and the beliefs put into life.  


So love for one another is opposed to any form of ethnic and racial prejudice, or sectionalism and hostility in the sharing and distribution of social and economic amenities.  When Jesus was telling his disciples to make love their watch word, he was telling them to make a difference in the world by allowing the belief they have in God to influence them to love one another with a sense of sacrifice, sensitivity and a selfless services.


Jesus wants us as to carry his spirit of sacrifice with us and be disposed by it to selflessly reach out the hand of love and generosity to persons who are in need - the homeless, AIDS patients, malnourished children, refugees and immigrants in our midst without counting the cost as Jesus did when he gave his life for our salvation without counting the cost.  In the spirit of his love expressed through selfless service, Jesus wants Christians to make a difference in the world of labor through selfless service - to render selfless service in our places of work not necessarily to earn money but to enhance the joy of humanity and make the burden of life bearable.


As we celebrate the love of Jesus which gave us this Mass let us realize that we are called to make a difference in the world through our love.  To achieve this, Christians are to be totally taken up to live in such ways to show the Jesus’ love without borders or frontiers in our relationship to one another.  

