HOMILY FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C

SHEPHERD-SHEEP RELATIONSHIP

 In today’s gospel reading Jesus tells his followers, “My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me, and I give them eternal life.”  This shepherd-sheep relationship with God presented in the gospel reveals two respective points of God’s responsibility to his people and that of the people to their God.  It is the responsibility of God as a shepherd to know his people individually and shepherd them to enjoy life through here to eternity.  As a shepherd who takes care of his flock, God has absolute knowledge of his people: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you…” (Jer. 1:5); “I have called you by name, you are mine” (Isaiah 43:1); and “I know the plans I have for you, plans for peace, not disaster, reserving a future full of hope for you” (Jer. 29:11-12).  There is nothing that motivates in the faith as to know that God knows each one of us individually.  The awareness that God knows us individually does not only provoke trust in us for God but also makes us know that before him our sins are not hidden, he knows them all.  Again as a Shepherd of his people, God leads us from green pastures and still waters (Psalm 23) to eternal life (John 3:16-17).  This, he accomplished with his death on the Cross.  We are beneficiaries till date.

This brings us to the duty each one of us as a sheep owes to the shepherd – to hear his voice and follow him.  Hearing the voice of the master or the leader is natural in intimate relationship.   For instance, our dogs and cats hear us with ease no matter their dispositions.  They can be silent to the voice of an outsider but the moment they hear the voice of their owner, they jump up and wag their tails.  If animals can do this, let alone human beings that are endowed with reason.  This is the kind of reaction the Lord wants us to exhibit to his voice.  He wants us to be able to distinguish his voice from the many voices that are urging us to follow them – parents, teachers, doctors, government, coaches, employers, advertisers and marketers – each trying to influence our values and behaviors with their voices.

The problem with us is that we pay attention to these other voices than to the voice of God.  We can listen and believe the weather forecaster, the astronomer and the economist, but when God speaks, we treat it with contempt and levity.  Look at the ease with which we make reference to the speeches of authorities, historians and world leaders but none to God.


This brings us to the second attitude demanded of the sheep in the gospel reading, namely, following the Shepherd.  It is one thing to listen to God and another thing to follow him.   Today some Christians listen to God without following his words.  On Sundays some believers come to Mass to listen to the voice of God but when the Mass is over, they go home to follow their conscience, opinions and ways of life with the expression “I have my own life to live the way I want it”.  This mentality has done more harm than good.  But no one who believes in God does things his or her own way but God’s way. 
So, it is in listening to God that we allow him to lead us, and in following him we prove that he is our Shepherd.   As such believing in him is not enough if it cannot lead us to following him.  To be true followers, then the good news today demands of us: (a) the ability to keep and practice his teaching in the Bible and teachings of the Church (b) the ability to use the light of Him of His teaching to assess the numerous voices trying to influence our values and behaviors (c) and the ability to draw inference from his word/teachings to buttress our points and arguments
  








