COME AND LISTEN
 
Taking the saying, “seeing is believing” as a reference point, we can say that the disciples of John the Baptist went, saw and stayed with Jesus because they were fed with a message not before heard.  Jesus engaged them with captivating information that made them stay for the whole day.  Unfortunately the Bible does not tell us what he shared with them.   But at our Lenten desert, we can stay with Jesus and be fed with the same Message he shared with the disciples of John Baptist.  This calls for a quiet time with Jesus this week.  This is important because in silence and solitude we hear God.  As David puts it, “Be still and know that I am God!  I am exalted among the Nations; I am exalted on the earth” (46:11).  

We live in a world of noise. Almost everywhere we go, we find sounds competing with our minds, keeping us from letting our thoughts get below the surface level.  David gave us a model for meeting with God, "Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul" (Psalm 143:8).  He sought God's direction in the morning, at the beginning of the day. Like a general in God's army, he wanted to hear from his Commanding Officer before he entered into battle. Beginning each day fresh with God is a great reminder that, as the Scripture says, his love and mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:22, 23). You must find the time of day that works for you, but morning is the best time if that is possible.

Though the Bible does not give us the message the disciples heard and stayed, yet we could figure it out.  What he shared with them may not be far from his mission as a Messiah which characterized his preaching and deeds from the beginning of his ministry and after his resurrection on the road to Emmaus with the disciples.  This was what John meant when he introduced him to his own disciples as the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29).  

While the disciples were captivated by his teaching, they did not understand its implications.  They did not know that his supernatural power as the Messiah is going to be used as the Servant of Yahweh (Is 53:3-10)) working through the ordinary, everyday things of life.  Hence when Jesus told them that “The Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed …. (Luke 9:23), Peter was displeased with it, took him aside and began to rebuke him “God forbid, Lord!  No such thing shall ever happen to you” (Matt 16:22).  Peter could not bear the thought of a suffering Messiah.  In fact, it was no good news to the disciples who expected Jesus, as the Messiah, to confront and topple the Roman Army and restores the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6).  They did not know whether to go along with him to the showdown in Jerusalem or to back off before it is too late.

Like the disciples we believe in God but lack the implications of our belief.  As such when it comes to following the implications of what we believe in our day to day life, we fail.  So, in the Lenten desert Jesus will teach us that as the Messiah, he is a superstar and a super-scar.  Before now, like Peter who disliked to hear about the suffering Messiah but likes only to share in the glory of his victory, we like to associate with Jesus as a Super-power.  But here Jesus will show us his scars and encourage us to identify with the apparently meaningless suffering of this life as he did. 

Thanks to the transfiguration through which God confirmed the mission of Jesus and told the disciples to listen to him.  Today Jesus is still speaking but does not have a full audience.   Let us go and sit at the foot of the Cross and listen to him tell us the deep message of the Messiah.  No one who wants to be friendly with Jesus and loses sight of this important part of his personality and ministry is worthy to call him a friend.  Here Jesus will tell us that to live is to carry the Cross of life; that the Cross will be a constant feature in the daily lives of his followers: “If anyone wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross every day and follow me”.  This could mean to face the pain of life as Jesus did instead of running away from it and blame God.  Or it could mean to face the pain of life and try to solve life’s problems instead of turning to drinks or drugs which will not solve any problem.   One thing is certain: friendly talk with Jesus will help us know that the Cross of Lent is followed by the Crown of Easter.
 
To be continued
