HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C

ENCOUNTERING THE RISEN LORD


The fifty days of Easter before the feast of Pentecost are periods of encountering the risen Lord in the spirit of Easter.  After the forty days of Lenten observance, the Christian evolves a new life through the life of penance, prayer and fasting.  That is to say that the Lenten devotion enables the Christian to die to self and rise with Christ in a life of transformation.  Unfortunately, for some Christians Easter is come and gone; and will only come again next year while for those who are alive in the faith we are still in the season of Easter, celebrating as it were, the different shades of Jesus’ appearing to his brothers and sisters.  

There are four kinds of such appearances in the gospels: to Mary Magdalene at the Tomb (John 20:10-17); to disciples in the Upper Room (John 20:19-23); to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberius (John 21:3-7) and to Cleopas and the other disciples on their way to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35).   Through these appearances, Jesus points out that he is no longer bound by space in Nazareth to reach and be reached by his people.  He can now be experienced and encountered by his children anywhere, any time, by any one who seeks him.  “Behold, I stand at the door and knock.  If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will enter his house and dine with him, and he with me” (Rev.3:20). To crown it all, on two occasions in these appearances, he ate with them to show that he is a real physical presence with whom we can have a real relationship. Then he said to them “why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself.  Touch me and see: a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have” (Luke 24:38-39).  


As a real presence, Jesus appeared to let them know that they have been cleared from their debt due to sin by his death on the cross when he said “It is finished”.  Then he set out to put Peter right with himself and with God.  It was unknown to Peter that he placed a curse on himself when he denied Jesus before his executioners.  In this meeting  helped him renounce it.   To do this Jesus asked “Peter, do you love me (agapas me) unconditionally?  Peter answered “I love you (philia tes) much and admire you!  When Jesus asked him the same question a second time and Peter repeated the same thing, Jesus then asked him “Do you have philia love for me, Peter answered “You know everything!  You know I have philia love for you!.  At this stage Peter renounced his curses and identified the level of his love for Jesus – philia.  Later on Peter would develop agape love for Jesus in carrying out the mission Jesus entrusted to him, to take care of the Church – the Flock of God.


Today Jesus is asking each one of us “do you love me”?  Like Peter we love Jesus but not without some weaknesses.  But we would develop deeper love if we make efforts as Peter did by exemplary witness of life and the word.  Jesus is still as ever present with us now just as he was with his disciples then in a very real way.  Soon he will make himself present at the breaking of the Bread.  He has made himself available and reachable so that we can have a continuing relationship with him.  Today he is on his way to your heart, house, school, office, business, travels and errands.  All you need is to dispose yourself to welcome him as he knocks at the door of your heart and prompts your spirit (Rev. 3:20).  And this can be done by providing time and place amidst our crowded schedules to experience him through Daily Prayers, through the Mass, through works of Charity, through Visits to the Blessed Sacrament, through Reading and Meditating on the Bible.  Because he is no longer bounded by space and time, he is available to be sought and received any time and any day by any sincere seeker who is disposed to the grace after the manner of Peter.

