HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

BE ON YOUR GUARD


We are almost at the end of the liturgical year and the Church presents us today with readings that remind us about the end of the world and the end of life.  The gospel gives a picture of the end of time that will come with some terrible happenings.  To buttress this fact, Jesus pointed to the Temple of Jerusalem, adorned with gold, glory and majesty, and said “the days will come when this Temple will be destroyed leaving not one stone upon another”.  This seemed very impossible and the people did not take him seriously.  But as he predicted, the Jerusalem Temple was utterly destroyed in AD 70 by the Roman Army under the command of Titus, which goes to show us that the Lord does not tell lies.


As a matter of fact, end awaits every thing human; be it life or institution, work, marriage, friendship, education or employment.  Naturally we believe that end comes, but we do not admit it can happen today or very soon.  We do not even believe it can happen to “me” but always think of others.  This is why the end takes us by surprise when it comes; a situation Jesus wants his disciples to avoid.  In actual fact, he did not tell them about the end of life to scare them but to get them prepared and avoid despair.   


One of the ways then to do what Jesus intends in this revelation is to be courageous and not give in to fear.  This is the message behind the second reading.  When the Church in Thessalonica heard about the end of life, they were overcome by fear; they stopped attending to their jobs and consequently became a burden to their fellows who had to provide them with their daily bread.  When Paul heard about this, he wrote and told them “if anyone is unwilling to work, that person should not eat.”  This state of irresponsibility that comes from fear, despair and hopelessness is something we must try to avoid.  It was in the state of hopelessness that Goheleth in Ecclesiates (1:2) say: “The world and all within it are vanity of vanities”.  This is why Jesus said in today’s gospel: Do not interpret the crises of life as if they were the end-of-the-world. 

Again, while we are living and waiting for the end, we should not allow the difficulties of the last times to weigh us down or make us dispirited.  The events that bring about an end to life are at times accompanied with suffering, sickness, wars and rumors of wars; family revolutions; anxiety, disappointments and failures.  Our experiences in the sacrament of anointing are a concrete proof of what happens at the end of life.  So many of those we meet in hospitals and homes are Christians who are going through excruciating pains and agonies.  These pains make relationship with God very difficult at times in those who are not strong in their faith.   Jesus knew this when he said that “Because of the increase of evil doing and difficulties, the love of many will grow cold, but the one who perseveres to the end will be saved.” (Matt 24:12).  In today’s gospel Jesus also said: “By your perseverance you will secure your life”.  What this means is that we should not allow difficulties of life to destroy our relationship with God.  

So, today, Jesus is telling us to be on our guard and use the end of the liturgical calendar to think about the end of our own lives.  Our life will come to an end one day.  This is a fact we will never change because we are living in a world where nothing seems permanent, where often we are confronted with violence and the threat of destruction.  These are a reminder to all of us that we have not here a lasting city.  But one thing is certain, God’s love for us.  Jesus says in the gospel that in the face of the real crises of life, it is our hope and trust in God that become the seeds of new life.  God does not want us to slip into despair or fear but to be a people of hope.  And the basis of this hope is the promise of Jesus that He is near us; and not a hair on our head will be destroyed.  Then it is hope and faith that will sustain us in the face of disappointments, the sadness and trials of life.  What we need do is to prepare ourselves through good a Christian living, and trust God whose Faithfulness is great (Lam 3:22-23).
