HOMILY FOR THE THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

SALVATION HAS COME TO THIS HOUSE


Jesus is the salvation of God who came down from heaven.  In one of his teachings Jesus said: “So, “if the son of man makes you free, you will be free indeed” (John 8:36).   In the figure of Zacchaeus in the gospel we have a portrait of a lost soul, excluded from Israel’s religious life because he was a tax collector.  He saw himself as someone who is in need of salvation.  He set out to look for Jesus, the one who would help him experience salvation.  When he came to where Jesus was, though unable to see him, he humbled himself and climbed the tree.  When Jesus saw him, his humility and the effort made to seek salvation, he asked Zacchaeus to come down from the tree.  By his humility he is exalted, made worthy to welcome the Lord into his house.  By his faith, he is justified, made a descendant of Abraham (Rom 4:16-17).
We can learn a lot from this interplay.   First and foremost, Jesus wants us to realize that a sinner has unsatisfied thirst, a hollow, a yearning, a desire in his or her life that requires to be filled up with God’s grace.  This is so because we are created in the image of God, and we are restless until we rest in God – St. Augustine.  When this thirst is there, some think they can satisfy it through eating, drinking, drugs, marriage, friendship, authority or wealth but fail to realize that it can never be satisfied physically but spiritually.  It is this hollow which drives Zacchaeus to seek Jesus, the young preacher in the town.   Jesus, who came to seek and to save those who are lost, met Zacchaeus and offered to go home with him so that he could break with his sins and commit himself to the cause of salvation through confession and personal resolution.  It was only when he personally confessed and made commitments that Jesus said to him: “Today Salvation has come to this house” (Luke 19:9).  Salvation did not come because he went out seeking Jesus but because when he met Jesus he sincerely acknowledged his sins, confessed them and resolved to live a good life.  In fact he was sincere to himself and to the Lord, and he was saved.  

This is what it means to experience conversion that leads to commitment.   When a Christian has accepted by faith the person of Jesus Christ as the one Lord, and has given him complete adherence by sincere conversion of heart, he or she endeavors to know better this Jesus to whom he has entrusted himself.   This kind of commitment is non-existent in most Christians today.  This is what is responsible for the gap between faith and its practice among Christians in our Church today.   As John Paul II puts it in Catechesi Tradendae (19,20), “When one discovers Christ in an intimate personal relationship, there arises an urge to tell others about Christ.  It is like discovering a great treasure; one feels impulsively to share it with others (Phil 3:8-10; Acts 4:12).

What we must know is that any relationship with God which does not help us to discover the need to break with our sins is far from leading us to salvation.  True conversion of heart opens a new door of joy that comes from God’s presence in our life.  The joy that wells for eternal life is possessed; not heard or read from books.  Today the Church is telling us to lift Jesus from our Prayer book, Bible, the Sacraments and the sacramentals to our life and allow Him to influence our actions and personality so that we can experience the down pour of grace which is living and alive, and which comes from true conversion and relationship with Jesus who is our Savior. 


The message behind the gospel is that God’s forgiveness is not a legal arrangement, but more personal and relational.  Today Jesus is asking us to climb down from our trees of pride, fear, wonder, selfishness, superstition and vain religiosity and allow him to meet us.  Like Zacchaeus we are called to seek Jesus daily with repentant hearts.  And we should make our own Paul’s prayer in today’s second reading: that God might make us worthy of his calling, that by our lives we might give glory to the name of Jesus.  Again, Jesus continues to go about seeking and saving the lost.  The forgiving touch of Jesus is not only to be received by us but to be extended through us to others.  Zacchaeus was hated for his sins and never helped to embrace salvation.  Unlike the Jews, we are invited to refrain from judging sinners but to join Jesus to seek sinners out so that they too can embrace Salvation. 
           

