HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C

LISTEN TO HIM

Today’s readings want us to look out for God’s faithfulness throughout history and trust him for the future.  In the first reading, when Abraham was weighed down and in doubt about having a child of his own, God said to him, “Look up at the stars, if you can.  Just so shall your descendants be” (Genesis 15:5).  God, of course kept this promise to Abraham.  


Today’s gospel is preceded by a passage where Jesus had told his disciples that “The son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Luke 9:22).  This was no good news to the disciples who expected Jesus, as the Messiah, to confront and topple the Roman Army and restore the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6).  Many of them would have begun to have second thoughts: Is Jesus really the expected Messiah?  Should we go along with him to the showdown in Jerusalem or should we back off before it is too late? But Peter could not bear the thought of a suffering Messiah. We read that he rebelled against God's plan and rebuked Jesus for speaking about his death.  Jesus, in turn, rebuked Peter and said his disciples must deny themselves, take up the cross daily and follow him to death, losing their lives in order to gain them when he returns in power and great glory.

Jesus knew what was going on in their minds of his disciples.  He knew that if something is not done, he may lose them and bring a halt to the ministry when he ascends to his father.  So to calm their fears, a few days after, Jesus took Peter, James and John, to go with him for a prayer session on the mountains.  There he was transfigured, God opened the eyes of the three apostles to see the glory that awaits believers after death.  Here God repeated what he said during the baptism of Jesus but with a new appendage: “This is my beloved son, listen to him”.  They heard the voice of the invisible God speak and confirm the mission and teaching of Jesus.  With this witness, they came to believe that Jesus is the real Messiah, and that God is on his side.   Peter was forced by what he is experiencing to say: “Let us build three shelters here -one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah." Peter was enjoying this atmosphere of glory, grandeur, and wonder and no doubt he wanted to stay on the mountain permanently. Why? Peter still was refusing to embrace the divine necessity of Christ's suffering. He preferred basking in the glory of God on the mountaintop to going down to Jerusalem with Jesus and embarking on a life which would lead also to his own death.

In this revelation God further confirmed with the appearance of Elijah and Moses, that Jesus is the fulfillment of the laws and the prophets as he taught his disciples (Matt 5:17).  In so doing, he showed the unbroken relationship between the Old Testament and the New Testament.  In the discussion of the three: Moses, Elijah and Jesus, God endorsed the continuation of his faithfulness to Israel, and through Jesus Christ to the Church; thereby showing that the old and new covenants are inseparable.

In the transfiguration also Jesus concretely revealed the mystery of life after death.  Through the appearance of Moses and Elijah who died long ago, standing before the disciples alive and talking with Jesus, God showed them the glory of Jesus and prepared them for his death and resurrection.  Thus he taught them that death is not an end in itself, but a transition from this life to another life.  So our human nature has a destiny of glory.  Later in his teaching, Peter made reference to this experience and said: "We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.' We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven when we were with him on the sacred mountain." (2 Peter 1:16-18).
 
So, like the disciples God is telling us today to listen to Jesus’ teaching about eternity; it is real and you can see it.  Elijah lives on in glory, Moses lives on in glory, and if we listen to Jesus, we too will live on in glory after death.  We are not only to listen to the truth about eternal life but also about how to enter it by trusting and obeying Jesus Christ.  This is what Paul is talking about in the second testament.  Our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we also await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified body by the power that enables him also to bring all things into subjection to himself (Phil 3:20f).
