HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR C
PEACE BE WITH YOU

When the reports about the resurrection of Jesus reached the disciples, they were filled with joy but later on they were filled with fear.  Then a week after the resurrection, Jesus appeared to them with a bodily presence to strengthen the fear stricken disciples to continue from where he stopped.  In this appearance, he did not discuss with them about the event of Good Friday, or indict them for abandoning him or for their fears and doubts.  The first thing he did was to say: “Peace be with you” – a greeting which to my mind the disciples needed most.  You will recall how the disciples left him alone and fled his presence on Good Friday.  You can imagine how they would be filled with fear, with guilt and with shame when they saw him.  If God built his kingdom on standards of tit-for-tat, Jesus would have spelt his revenge; instead he offered a word of reconciliation when he spoke of peace to the disciples who had turned away from him.  With this he forgave them without asking for any apologies. 

With this appearance Jesus put a stop to the doubts going on in the minds of the disciples. The later reaction of Thomas is enough evidence of the doubts that were going on in their minds.  This is why Jesus said: “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands and my feet.  It is I myself.  Touch me and see: a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have” (Luke 24:38-39).  It is important to note here that Thomas did not doubt to deny the truth about faith in the resurrection but only to be clarified.  And the moment Jesus put him clear; he made the famous declaration of faith: “My Lord and my God”, and his doubt gave way to faith and worship.   As it were, Thomas was not satisfied with what he was told about the faith in Jesus Christ, he longed for more which Jesus gave him.  Here Jesus showed the disciples that he is a real person, not a ghost.  He is a real physical presence with whom the disciples and believers today can have a continuing relationship.  

The message behind the Upper Room appearance is that Jesus wants the disciples to know that his Church is founded on forgiveness and has a mission to bring about peace through forgiveness.  This is why he did not only forgive them but commissioned them to continue his mission of salvation and forgiveness of sin.  It is not only the apostles and subsequent successors he commissioned to preach the good news of peace and forgiveness, he further said in Acts 1:8 that those to be baptized with the Holy Spirit shall be his witnesses, and in 1 Cor. 6:20 Paul says that believers in Christ are made Christ’s ambassadors to be used as instruments of reconciliation.   We can now see that while the first gift of Easter is joy, the second one is peace.  Anything that comes against joy and peace in our life is not good for us.  The person therefore, who fails to forgive his neighbor does not only lose his or her identity as a Christian but robs oneself of true peace.  In the same vein, the one who doubts his or her faith loses true peace of mind and body.

As ambassadors Jesus wants us to represent him and become dispensers of his peace.  So, the person therefore, who eats of the meal of forgiveness given to us by God and fails to forgive his or her neighbor is living in doubt and in sin.  Because the Church believes we are dispensers of peace, she tells us during the celebration of Mass to offer one another the sign of peace.  But it is unfortunate that many of us do not have the peace to offer and some choose and pick whom to greet or not greet.   Peace, as a matter of fact, begins from the heart and surges through the heart and then expressed in a hand shake, hugging and kissing.  Any expression of peace that does not come from the heart is the product of living in doubt.  Again, we live in doubt when we protest the teachings of the Church on confession before communion, abortion, war, euthanasia, artificial birth control and contraception.  

Today Jesus offers us the meal of peace through this Eucharistic encounter.   It is our duty then to open our hearts to let in his peace and our minds to receive his instructions, and finally to share the peace of the resurrection with friends, relations and those who come in contact with us by the way we live, talk and relate. 
