HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR C

ALL FLESH SHALL SEE THE SALVATION OF THE LORD


“Prepare the way of the Lord” is a common usage during Advent season.   It is an invitation to get ready to welcome the Lord.  In today’s gospel John tells us how this is to be done.  As the forerunner of Jesus Christ, the Baptist came to make known the Messiah who was present but not recognized by the people.   Jesus was not recognized because the Jews had an idea of a Messiah who would descend from heaven with divine powers to destroy the enemies of Israel and establish his kingdom.  But unfortunately Jesus was born of a woman and was too ordinary to be noticed and accepted as the Messiah.


As it were John appeared in the wilderness to give the wake up call.  He was a blazing personality and proclaimed to all who came to listen to him near the River Jordan how much they needed to repent to be able to experience salvation.  He said: repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand (Matt 3:2).  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths (Luke 3:4).  With the baptism of repentance, he opened their eyes to see the Lord who had come to save them and give them hope.  


In essence, what John was saying is not so much to prepare the Jews for the coming of the Messiah (because he was already there) but to get the Jews to see the Lord who stood in their midst unnoticed and to listen to the Good News that he brought to them.  John’s message is simple: Jesus cannot be recognized and received because the paths to our lives are full of roadblocks: valleys, hills and crooked curves that block the path of our relationship with God.   It is these three roadblocks to relationship with the Lord that will form our points of consideration in this reflection.

(a) Valleys to be filled.  Here John the Baptist is talking about sins that create a hollow or lacuna in the life of the Christian.  This points to broken relationship, lying, gossips, and prayerlessness that leave the believer very empty and create a gulf between the believer and God.   The problem with sins of this nature is that they do not prevent the Christian from going to Church, but eat up from within and leave him or her empty and weak.  At times these sins can be covered with religiosity, corporal works of mercy and other religious activities that go on in the Church.  The sin of this kind does not allow the believer to enjoy true fellowship with God; instead it blocks the paths to God’s grace from reaching the believer (Isaiah 59:1-3).

 
(b) Mountains and hills to be made low refers to the sin of pride, arrogance, fighting, anger, lack of forgiveness, hatred and the like that make the path to relationship with God and humanity very hilly and difficult.   This is the kind of life Jesus called the “yeast of the Pharisees” and warned his disciples to desist from it (Matt 16:6).  Christians in this class live lives that make the grace of God very difficult to achieve because these egoistic and selfish ambitious tendencies do not give place to God.  At times the best these Christians can do is to go for confessions while what they need is first and foremost repentance.  What John the Baptist is saying here is that unless people take time to examine their lives, bridle their selfish ambition, and bring harmony to their disordered living through repentance, they cannot experience the salvation of the Messiah.

(c) Winding roads made straight and rough ways made smooth.  Here John the Baptist is talking about the sins that disfigure the Christian personality.  This points to the sin of double standard living, drunkenness, drug addiction, stealing, cheating and unfaithfulness in marriage.  These and the like do not only lead to crooked personality but at the same time tarnish the dignity of those involved.  This is one of the greatest problems facing the Church today.  Though our churches are full on Sundays; the confessionals are besieged every weekend; and our altars are crowded with communicants, by and large, double standard of living of the Christian faith is still a problem very much with us.  There is a wide gap between faith and practice as a result of this.


So, the Good News today is not different from the wake up call of John the Baptist.  Just as Jesus was present among the Jews but not recognize by the people, the salvation of the Lord is present with us today but not experienced by many.  The reason for not experiencing what Jesus has accomplished since 2000 years ago is sin which according to the Baptist blocks the paths that lead to God.  Like John the Baptist, the Church is calling us today to recollection and reconciliation.   But since confession is not enough unless it comes from repentant heart, the Christian preparing for Christmas should have a repentant disposition.   What this means is that Advent preparation involves conversion.   “Repent, therefore, and be converted, that your sins (roadblocks be removed) may be wiped away…” (Acts 3:19).  The focal point of today’s message is this: “If we can but yield to this call to repentance and conversion, then all flesh shall see the salvation of the Lord who is already in our midst (Mark 1:15).

