HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY NINE SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

PERSISTENCE PRAYER


Today we hear about the need for persistence in prayer.  In the stories of Moses in first reading and the widow in the gospel we find God’s challenge to his disciples to be people of hope.  Moses was challenged to be strong in the face of overwhelming problems with the hope that his arms stretched in the supplication of prayer would bring the victory promised by God.  Similarly, in the gospel Jesus tells a parable about a widow who could not get what was due to her from a corrupt judge but her persistence before the court brought her a favorable decision.


In ancient Jewish society a woman depended on her husband for sustenance and social status.  To lose a husband meant to be poor and defenseless, especially where the widow had no grown up son, the situation became hopeless.  The greatness of the widow in the parable lies in her refusal to accept the oppressive and abusive situation in which she found herself, and level headedly persisted in getting the help she needed to right the wrongs inflicted on her by her oppressive neighbors.  Her determination and persistence won her the approval of the judge and she was vindicated.  As this widow is concerned, there is no hopeless situation.  All one needs do is pray his or her way through with the hope that it will pay off well at last.  

This parable is Jesus’ attempt to teach us to remain steadfast in the pursuit of just cause – be it for daily need or justice in the face of evil, neglect and rebuke.  According to our texts, no matter what happens, we should not give up our reliance on God, and this is to be expressed in an unceasing prayer.  So, we need to be persistent, even if we are exhausted, God will help us to hold up our hands in order to get the better part of the battle.  In today’s second reading, Paul calls Christians to “be persistent in identifying with the faith whether it is convenient or inconvenient.  


With this parable, Jesus sets out to teach us that prayer should be a needed response to troubling situations.  Just as the widow encountered a problem that made her seek the help of the judge, we too encounter some problems that call for help.  Instead of complaining, getting fed up or give in to despair, God wants us to call upon Him in times of trouble (Psalm 50:15); to call upon him against the storms of life (Mk 6:34) and to ask him to deliver us from every evil (Matt 6:13).  When we go to him and ask for his intervention, we are fighting our problems with God.  It is important to know that we do not fight alone in our warfare prayer, Jesus fights with us.  Just as Moses supported Joshua and the army to achieve victory by keeping his  hands of prayer raised up against the Amalekites, Jesus gives us his prayer support by interceding for us incessantly at the right hand of God (1 Peter 3:22; Heb 4:14).  

Today Jesus is calling us to adopt the persistent spirit of Moses and the widow in prayer and match up our campaign against injustice and abuse of human life with persistent prayer.  Let us heed the injunctions in Hebrews 12:12:13 “so strengthen your drooping hands and your weak knees.  Make straight paths for your feet, that what is lame may not be dislocated but healed.  Good enough, we have the Lord’s promise of victory.  The gospel tells us that the just and loving God will not fail to hear us or delay long to us who cry to him day and night.  As Jesus puts it to his disciples: “I tell you, he will vindicate them speedily” (Luke 18:7).  This is the practical implication of the passage, namely, that we “ought always to pray and not lose heart”.  Let us ask God today to make us strong in our faith, unwavering in our hope, and persistent in our prayer.
