HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY EIGHT SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

GIVE THANKS TO GOD


In the first reading, God heals Naaman of his leprosy through his prophet Elisha.  In appreciation, Naaman came back with some gifts to thank the prophet of God for his healing.  Similarly, in the gospel, Jesus heals ten lepers but no one comes back to give thanks to him except just one.


At the time of Jesus, lepers are regarded as outcasts and are not allowed to come into the community of men and women.  If they come into the village or town they ring bells and shout “unclean, unclean”.  This is to make the healthy members of the society stay out of their (lepers’) way.  Even as they ask Jesus to have mercy on them, they are careful to keep some distance.  With this picture of leprosy, we can readily appreciate what Jesus did for these lepers by curing them of their leprosy.  He did not only heal them, but gave them back their lives, their freedom, their dignity and make them socially acceptable.


The sad news is that each one of then went his way, only one, a Samaritan returned to give thanks to Jesus.  Then in his disappointment he asked: Were not ten made whole?”  “Where are the other nine?”  To the one who gave thanks He said: “Go on your way, your faith has saved you.”  These words of Jesus Christ are spoken not just to a Samaritan of 2,000 years ago but to you and me. 


With the question about the whereabouts of the nine ungrateful lepers, Jesus shows us what God expects from us for the many things he is doing for us.  It is true that our praise does not add to his greatness, but our desire to thank him is itself a gift.  Naaman showed gratitude when he came back to Elisha as a sign of appreciation for his healing.  The ungrateful attitudes of the nine lepers are still at home with us today.  As it were, we take God’s blessings for granted or see them as the fruits of our labor – something we merit by our efforts.  As such we do not see any reason to stop and thank God for them.  
Today, the Church wants to tell us that as far as God is our creator, we owe everything we have to him.  We are living on borrowed life, health and wealth.  The day and night, sun, moon and rain – all come from him, and call for gratitude and thanks.  As a matter of fact, apart from creating and giving us life, the gift of salvation in his Son and of the Holy Spirit, our life is full of many blessings.   We do not know the value of these things until we lose any one of them.  To crown it all, the gift of salvation and the Holy Spirit come from him.  There are so many things going on in our lives that should make us stop and thank God.  

The Good News today is that God expects our gratitude, and there are so many ways we can show gratitude to Him.  On Sundays through the Eucharistic celebrations Jesus tells us how to thank God for his blessings.  This is the reason why Christians come together on Sunday to give thanks to God.  When we count our blessings, and realize that all we have come from God, we shall make our Sunday a much more day of thanksgiving than we do now. 
Appreciation shown by gratitude and thanksgiving to God opens the door for more favors rushing into our lives.  It is when we are filled with gratitude that we heal and restore the attitude that opens the floodgates of healing, that removes the cancerous leprosy that consumes us, and that restores us to wholeness, to healing, to health, and to holiness.  Though our thanksgiving does not add to God’s perfection but he is delighted by them because they make us grow in his grace.  That is why we are here to celebrate the Eucharist – thanksgiving – so we can go on our ways, walking thankfully in the freedom of the sons and daughters of God. 
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