HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

INCREASE OUR FAITH

The Apostles believe in God and have faith in him which they exercised in following Jesus.  At the same time, amazed at the numerous works Jesus is doing and the dynamism of the faith with which he does them, they know that their faith lacks something.  So in today’s gospel, they come to Jesus and say to him “Lord, increase our faith!”  As the saying goes, he who does not know, and does not know that he does not know, is a fool.  But he who does not know, and knows that he does not know, is a wise man.  The apostles know that their faith is not adequate.  Then they take steps to improve on their faith. 
In response to the request of the apostles to increase their faith, Jesus tells them the parable about the unprofitable servant who comes back from plowing the field and proceeds straight away to prepare supper for his master and to wait on him while he eats.  Only after the master’s needs are fully satisfied does the master then give the servant leave to attend to his own need for food and rest.  What does Jesus intend to communicate to his apostles about faith through this parable?  
As it were, to have faith in God means to hold on to the faithfulness of God.”  Any one who holds on to the faithfulness (promises) of God, like the servant in the gospel, does not seek his or her own interest first but God’s own.  Any one who has faith in God does not complain about how much he serves God or expects to serve God in proportion to what he receives from God.  In fact, no one who has true faith in God who serves God because of what he receives from him.  Rather, a true Christian who merits the name, forgets himself and may work to death in God’s service, knowing fully well that in God his labor can never be in vain (1 Cor. 15:58).  In fact, it takes faith to wait on God to come to our aid when and how he deems right.  
Faith is holding on to the faithfulness of God and, and as long as you do that, you cannot go wrong.  Faith does not look at the difficulties of life but on the goodness of God.  What Jesus wants us to learn from this parable is that Faith looks at God; it is interested in God only, and it talks about God, serves God, praises God and extols the virtues of God.  The measure of the strength of a man’s faith is ultimately the measure of his knowledge of God.  He knows God so well that he can rest on the knowledge.  
Faith is not an abstract thing; it holds on to someone or something and shows itself through personal commitment.  The depth of our faith, which affects the level of our commitment to God, is the connection between what we believe and how we behave.  Is it any wonder then why James said that faith without works dies itself (James 2:14)?
Today’s gospel shows us that mature faith consists not in how much God attends to our immediate needs but in how willing we are to serve God unconditionally, without counting the cost.  This is why the apostles wanted their faith to be increased and take steps to have it increased.  Like the apostles we have need to ask and work for the increase of our faith.  We need to take steps to increase our faith so that we can withstand the challenges of the godless society we find ourselves; a society that is infested with the evils of injustice, abortion, divorce, hatred and war.  This really calls for some kind of stock taking to know where we stand and what we need do to maintain a good faith in God.  If I may ask: What steps have you taken in the past one year to develop your faith?   How many retreats, seminars or Bible study classes have you attended?  How many books have you read?  These are means through which the Lord increases our faith.  Let us go home this weekend and begin the steps to increase our faith.
