HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

THE DISHONEST STEWARD


Today’s gospel is all about the need for commitment to our faith and the smart use of our daily experiences to secure a good future.  During his mission, Jesus finds himself among Jewish believers who are not committed to their faith and yet cannot interpret the future of their actions.  Today’s gospel is one of his efforts to bring religious consciousness to them.  Here in this gospel he tells them the parable of the smart and dishonest steward whose master gives credit for being enterprising.

There are agitations today about the criminal undertone of this parable.  Many Christians have wondered why Jesus should present this swindler as an example to his disciples.  How can Jesus give praise to a dishonest living?  As a matter of fact, Jesus does not use the parable to commend the steward for his dishonesty but for recognizing that his situation demands a decision.  Jesus uses the example of this smart steward in his master’s business to teach us the need to be smart in the Lord’s service and in executing our duties.  Is it any wonder why he tells his disciples when he sent them out saying “Behold, I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves” (Mathew 10:16).  

What are the theological implications of this parable for us?  As it were, Jesus uses it to teach us that God is the Owner and Master of the universe (signified by the master of the steward), and each one of us is a Steward.  As our Master, God has entrusted the whole of his creation into our hands to manage (Genesis 1:28).  He has given us the world and the resources to manage it.  What it means is that we all have been equipped as our resources with the light of reason, the truth of faith and the power of the Holy Spirit who dwells in our hearts, as well as the ‘time’ to do it.  The theological high point is that sooner or later we shall be called upon to render an account of how we have invested and managed these resources.  If you are called upon today are you prepared to give true account?

The problem with us today is that like the steward in the parable, so many Christians are delaying their decisions.  Some are practicing their faith in routine and lifeless manner with no commitment or involvement of any kind.  Others are living double standard lives (Rev. 3:15).  Today’s first reading, however, gives warning to those who are undecided or engaged in double standard living.  Amos the prophet gives example of the Jewish worshippers who observe the law of god about refraining from business on the Sabbath, but immediately the day is over, they begin to sell chaff as grain to the hungry, and re-fix their scales and measures.


Another theological high point is that Jesus is using this parable to ask his believers to spent and be committed.  He wants us to learn wisdom from the hopeless future of the future of drug addicts, gangsters, drunkards, and all involved in different kinds of lose living.  These evils of aberration constitute enough wisdom to teach us wisdom that there is no gain in them? 
The steward was careless but when he learned that he was not going to continue in the business, he made a smart decision to preserve his future.  He read the handwriting on the wall very correctly.  Today, we have many handwritings on the wall.  The experience of the reality of death, killing, accident, terrorism, tornados, hurricane disaster, etc tells us how imminent death can be.   Jesus is pointing his disciples to the relevance of working to provide a safe future.   Look at the many efforts the US nation is making to secure a future devoid of terrorism.   The treatment giving to our articles of faith is enough danger-signal to make us plan how to protect the faith but nothing is being done.  What are we doing to save the future of the catholic faith in our nation?  Instead of forging ahead, we are rather constrained by the activities of the past, planning only how to settle our past mistakes.  Fingerprinting is a way of securing the Church from paying for what individual church workers will do but how are we fighting for a better and more deepened faith is a question yet to answer and a project yet to begin.

Events in our world show that we live in difficult and precarious times.  Jesus is asking us to use the opportunities we have to find God and be at peace with humanity.  We do not have to wait, like the dishonest steward for a last minute display of smartness to fix our eternal concerns.  The time to be smart is now (2 Cor. 6:2).  The smart steward used what he could not keep to get what he needed so badly, namely, friendship with his business associates.  We should likewise invest all our temporal and spiritual resources to gain the only one thing that matters in the end, that is, the kingdom of God.  
