HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

NO ONE IS PERFECT


The Gospel of today has two little parable-stories and one famous long one having several parts.  All three are about the responses to welcoming back the lost.  The true nature of all three parables has to do with how God seeks and or welcomes back the sinner.   Our reflection will be on the long parable.  Here Jesus gives us the family story of a man and his two sons.  At the beginning of the story the younger son is the sinner and the elder son the saint.  But by the end of the story we see that both of them in different ways prove themselves to be sinners.

The problem in this parable begins with the younger son, who without waiting for his father to die demanded for his share of the family inheritance.  When this was given to him, he left his father and brother to a distant town to live a life of fun which left him at the end with nothing.  When he found he had nothing left, he was forced by poverty to take up the job of feeding pigs which the Jews regard as unclean animals.  This is one of the damaging effects of sin.  It leads people to a situation where they lose all sense of shame and decency.  This is not uncommon today in what is going on in the society.


What we often overlook in this parable is the story of the older son who remained faithful to his father.  When the rebellious son came back and was accepted by his father, the elder son became indignant.  Naturally he was right to complain but his sin started to surface when he refused to accept his father’s explanations and pleaders about his younger brother.  In his anger he looked down on his father’s plea and refused to celebrate the return of his own brother.


This parable tells us two ways of becoming alienated from God.  The first is alienation from God by third class morality Christians who go to the extreme of sin like the younger son.  The vices of the third class morality include rebellion due to the death of a loved one, or the hurt of divorce, or due to unanswered prayers, or outright disobedience through drug addition, loose living and reckless lifestyles.  For this class of Christians, coming back to God is never easy.  At times they think that their sins may not be forgiven.

The second is alienation from God by the second class morality Christians who are always hard=working, consistent, disciplined, and compliance to the rules and regulations of God and the Church.  The vices of the second class morality are: revolt due to the scandal by the role model (priest’s child abuse), arrogance, better-than-thou attitude, intolerance toward those who do not meet up to their standards, insensitive to sinners, and lack of forgiveness.  The problem with Christians here is that their strict and rigid demand can make them disobey God unknowingly, and in the process do that (commit sin) that they condemn.  For them it is a matter of justice but for God such a stand is nothing but selfishness.  The Lord wants us to know that in spite of our sins, we are still loved and are acceptable the moment we sincerely repent and confess our sins.   

The good news today is that the Lord who relented in the first reading and did not punish the Israelites for their sin; the God who was patient with Paul and treated him with mercy; the Lord whose fatherly forgiveness is shown in the forgiveness granted to the younger son in our story, loves the lost and the strayed – whether we are lost in rebellion or compliance.  The love and mercy of God is shown in the ability of the father to reach to both sons, eager forgive and welcome them.  No matter how far sinners stray from God, the loving heart of the heavenly father always follows them, saying “Come home! Come home! (Rev. 3:20; Is 1:18).  

So, today God is telling us that despair in the face of sin is against the Holy Spirits; compliance with the church and regulations do not constitute faith.  Faith involves a relationship with God, and with one another.  Hence love and compassion are the qualities of first class morally, and source of perfection (Matthew 5:43-48).  Jesus is telling us, when I forgive you, I restore you to your former favors with me and give you your lost robe, ring and sandals, and share the Eucharistic meal with you.  It does not end at that, he expects us to do the same to those who offend us – to forgive and restore them to love.

