HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

YOU HAVE COME TO THE NEW COVENANT


In the Old Testament God constituted Israel a theocratic Nation to establish them as one community in love.   He entered into a covenant relationship with them to dispose them to a better cohesion with rules to dictate their morals and guide them.   Unfortunately they could not keep their part of the covenant; instead they formed themselves into different groups and classes – Pharisees, Sadducees, scribes, publican, proselytes, etc. in which they took great delight to live and distinguish their authority and greatness.  Today’s gospel gives us two parables used by Jesus to teach his disciples how to live as a community of God’s people with equal standing and sharing.  In the second reading the author of the letter to the Hebrews describes what happens in and with the new covenant (the Mass) as the communion of persons: God, Christ, Angels, spirits, and believers.


According to these readings, the Mass, brought about by the new covenant is the Assembly of God’s family.  It is different from Old Testament assembly where observable things were signs of God’s Presence with his people, for instance, the Ark of the Covenant.  In this New Testament assembly, we come to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to his sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  Here we come not to experience something but to experience and fellowship with someone, namely God together with all who belong to Him (living and dead).

What this means is that the Mass gains its efficacy not through what we do but what Jesus did, as such we come to Mass to experience Jesus.  So, those Christians who complain that they get nothing out of the Mass because the singing is dull and the preaching boring should desist from that.  Such people need to bring more faith to Mass than feelings and emotions.  It is true that the good rendering of music and good homily we hear, the altar decorations and the flowers we see, can contribute to our appreciation and disposition to the worship, but the most important thing we need to have and enjoy a great worship is faith in Jesus Christ, the Perfect Victim of our Salvation.


Another important lesson the Church gives us today is that as a Body of Christ, the Church is a family of brothers and sisters loved by God.  Jesus uses the parable of the wedding feast to describe the equality of the members.  According to the letter to the Hebrews 12:23, in the new covenant assembly, (the Church), every member is a first born child irrespective of social status and importance.  Here Jesus abolishes the rich – poor distinction that characterized the different segments and classes of the Jews, and in its place calls for a preferential treatment of the poor and the disabled among us (the homeless, malnourished children, refugees, etc).  This is what it means to invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and blind as recorded in the gospel of today (Luke 14:13) to the wedding feast.  So, the gospel today challenges us to break with any walls that will prevent us from reaching out to those in need, walls of self-centeredness and stinginess in our lives; walls of those who call themselves conservatives and those who call themselves liberals, the walls between democrats and republicans; social and economic walls between the suburban neighborhoods.

The Good News today is that as a church we are Christ’s body.  If you are the body of Christ, what part of Christ’s body are you?  Are you Christ’s feet bringing him to other people, like the Eucharistic ministers bringing Holy Communion to the sick?  Are you Christ’s hand wiping away the tears of the afflicted or helping to put up a roof over the head of the homeless?  Or are you Christ’s mouth singing him praises and or announcing the Good News to the poor?  What are you contributing to the wellbeing of Christ in his body, the Church?  Each of us is invited to answer this question for himself or herself today.  If your answer is NO, you still have time to begin something as a way to identify with the building up of the Church of Christ in love (Ephesians 4:11-16).
