HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR 
HOW MANY WILL BE SAVED


One of the reasons why Jesus came to the world is to teach us what it takes to be saved and go to heaven.  Jesus considered this very important because as he told Nicodemus: “No one has gone to heaven except the son of man who came down from heaven” (John 3:13).  He then used different parables to teach them what it takes to go to heaven.  In one of his teachings according to today’s gospel, someone asked him, “Lord, will only a few be saved?  Jesus did not answer this question directly, either because it came out of curiosity or does not hold any water.  Instead he gave him a counsel on what to do to go to heaven by saying: “Strive to enter through the narrow door....”


For Jesus, it is irrelevant wanting to know how many people will be saved when the proper reaction should be to ask “how can I be saved or what am I to do to be saved (Acts 2:37).  At times we ask irrelevant questions about the faith out of curiosity than out of concern for our salvation.  In regard to how one can be sure of his or her salvation Jesus gave some conditions.  Firstly he said “You must enter by the narrow gate”.  For proper understanding or what is meant by the narrow gate, let us go to Mathew 7:13-14.  Here Jesus said “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and broad that lead to destruction, and those who enter through it are many.”  Conversely, the road is narrow that leads to life, and those who find it are few.  
The narrow road then, traveled by a few, is the gate of right living, law abiding, order and obedience.  It is the road walked by those whose lifestyles welcome the discipline of God spoken about in the second reading to the Hebrews.  This narrow road of right living requires the observance of the commandments of God for this discipline.  This narrow road is opposed to the wide road traveled by many, that is, lawless, unguided and unregulated lifestyles.  But the problem with this road is that for some it appears right and feels good because it is full of fun.  Speaking about this kind of road, the book of Proverb says: “There is a way that seems right to a man but the end of it leads to damnation and death” (16:25).  This is why so many people walk this road of life.
Secondly, Jesus told the man not to presume relationship without merit.  In this regard, Jesus said to the man who asked the question “And you will say to the Master we ate and drank in your company and you taught in our streets.  And he will say, I do not know you.  Depart from me all you evil doers’.  By this he means that believers who are neither cold nor hot will be disappointed at the end of life, and they will begin to recount for instance, how they attended Mass, contributed to offertory collection, received Communion, said their Rosary, etc.  The saying of Jesus here is that great effort is required by every one to enter into the kingdom and that there is an urgency to accept the present opportunity to enter because the narrow door will not remain open indefinitely.  That we should allow the services given us now to bear fruit and lead to personal right living and good personal relationship with God.  

So the Good News today is that we must always ask the right questions for our salvation.  Jesus has told us that the path of right living leads to salvation.  No one therefore who is living in sin desires salvation.  This is important because salvation requires self discipline and personal efforts.  As Jesus pus it: “I tell you that many will try to enter and will not”.  This refers to those who will find it difficult to endure discipline of the laws of God.  Today Jesus is telling us that instead of the questions “will only a few people be saved, we should instead: ”What do I need to do to be saved?”  How can I serve God better in my present situation in life?  How can I make use of the opportunities God gives me here and now for my eternal salvation?  Let us take a moment and ask ourselves some of these relevant questions today.
