HOMILY FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR C

TEMPTATION IS BOUND TO COME


In today’s gospel, Jesus is led by the Spirit into the desert for forty days, where he was tempted by the devil.  Three times the devil tempted him but he did not give in to the devil’s demands because his food (desire, mission) is to do the will of God (John 4:31f).  Before this temptation, Mathew in his gospel has the story of the Baptism of Jesus in which a heavenly voice declared of him saying: “This is my beloved son with whom I am well pleased” (Matt 3:17).  You may recall that the “son of God” was the position he (Lucifer) lost by his disobedience.   As such he is not happy that Jesus is the son of God.  He wants history to repeat itself in Jesus Christ.  This is why he is sets out to tempt him in every way to make him fall.


So in the first temptation, Jesus was asked, “If you are the son of God, turn this stone into bread”.   The devil knew that Jesus had the power and mission to multiply bread, which he did at the appointed time when he fed over 5000 people with  five barley loaves and two fish (John 6:1-15).  The devil knows that Jesus is a miracle worker and that he is going to do this as the servant of Yahweh; not as a wonder worker, but he tempted Jesus with wonder working and failed.   Again, he knows that after 40 days, Jesus would be greatly hungry, and then he tempted him with food which is the greatest need at that time.  Note that the devil does not just tempt his victims anyhow; he is very calculative and cunning.  He uses the greatest needs of the moment to tempt his victims.   This is what happened to Esau who lost his birthright when tempted with food by Jacob when he was very hungry (Genesis 25:31).  Watch it when you are the bread winner of your family, or have no money or job. Or you are sick or homeless or seeking position of authority.  The desperation to satisfy these needs here and now can cause a person make the greatest mistakes of his or her life and lose future blessings.


In the second temptation the devil showed Jesus the kingdoms of the world, and said, “I will give you all their authority and splendor if you worship me”.  Remember that Jesus came to redeem this kingdom which Adam and Eve handed over to Satan through their disobedience (Luke 4:6).  And now the devil is willing to hand it to Jesus by asking him to use his loyalty to obtain it, but Jesus said to him that the end does not justify the means; that we can only use godly means to satisfy our needs.  But again here that at the appointed time, Jesus won the kingdom and told his disciples: “Be of good cheers for I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).  Watch it also when friends tell you to use what you have to obtain what you want, especially when the means to achieving such wants are sinful.


In the third temptation, the devil offered Jesus a chance to prove his power as God’s son by throwing himself down the hill.  He reminded Jesus that he could do it without any hurt as recorded in Psalm 91:11-12.  Though Jesus could do it, yet he did not do what he was commanded until the appointed time when he fell from the Cross and was buried but rose triumphantly on the third day.  


In these temptations two things stand out very clearly for our considerations, namely, that a person is tempted according to his mission to redirect him or her or stop the mission from being accomplished; and secondly that we are tempted with our greatest needs of the moment.  As in the case of Jesus, the devil is never happy that we are children of God.   He lost the kingdom and does not want God’s children to enjoy it.  This is why he “prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour, resist him and strong in faith” (1 Peter 5:8).  

So, temptation can never come to an end; we will experience it as long as we live.   Jesus shows us today that to be a child of God is to surrender oneself to Him unconditionally and in all situations, and to allow the knowledge we have about God to influence our choices and decisions in the face of temptations as he did by saying “it is written…”
