HOMILY FOR THE NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

YOU ALSO MUST BE PREPARED


It is a common knowledge that Jesus will come again to take his people from this life to the life eternal (John 14:3; Acts 1:11).  This coming of the Lord is believed and taught by all Christians but not without different nuances in their doctrines.  It is called the Armageddon by the Jehovah’s Witness, Rapture by the Pentecostals and Parousia by the Catholic Church.  What is common is that each doctrine teaches that this coming will be marking the end of the world in its present form, and the establishing of eternal one in which righteousness abounds.  Though this coming of the Son of Man is expected to take place at the end of time, yet we can experience it individually or as a community.  One thing common to both is that Jesus comes unannounced, unexpected as strongly expressed in today gospel and parable.  


What this means is that his coming may involve much waiting.   Waiting is not a very popular posture.  Many people consider waiting a waste of time.  Perhaps this is because the current culture is geared towards instantaneous results and satisfaction.  This may not be far from the reason why in the gospel Jesus cautions his disciples against counting on such as a delay and acting irresponsibly.  Jesus gives example here with servants waiting for the arrival of their master and how they were tempted to do things on their own because their master is delaying coming back.   Against this kind of attitudes Jesus advised the disciples:  “Gird your loins and light your lamps and be like servants who await their master’s return from a wedding, ready to open immediately when he comes and knocks”.  This is the way according to him; his faithful servants can remain awake and vigilant till the Son of Man comes again.  


.   At the time of Jesus, those who wait for the coming of their masters who traveled belt up their regalia and keep their lamps burning in the night, ready to welcome their master.  The example of the ten virgins can help us here to understand this better (Matthew 25:1ff).  To keep the lamp long, you provide enough oil enough to serve throughout the night.  Because some could take to some lifestyles that are shapeless, lawless, that abhors control and without recollection, Jesus tells them to gird their loins as a way of giving meaning and order to their lives.
In our own case, Jesus is the Light.  At baptism, we are each given a lighted candle with these words “Receive the light of Christ.  This light is entrusted to you to be burning brightly.  These children of yours have been enlightened by Christ.  They are to walk always as children of life.  May they keep the flame of faith alive in their hearts, and when the Lord comes, may they go out to meet Him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom.”   As Christians we are required to keep the light of this faith burning, it is our own lamp.  Did Jesus not say that “You are the light of the world” (Mathew 5:14).  This light is kept burning through faith in the lives of those who serve God in spirit and truth (John 6:24), but very dim in the hearts of all who are neither cold nor hot (Rev. 3:15).  

So the Good News here is that the Lord will be coming again to take us to himself either as individuals or as a community.  And because the coming is not definite and there are so many temptations and challenges to weigh us down, his coming may take us by surprise if we fail to be vigilant at all times.   As such Jesus is telling us that while faithful servants will reign as administrators and recipients of the treasures of heaven, the unfaithful servants will be punished severely.  He did not say this to scare us but to warn us not to give in to sinful indulgence so that when he comes he will find us in a good state.  One of the signs of waiting for him is good Christian living, active participation in the liturgy and good prayer life.  So Jesus is once again saying to us today “You also must be prepared”.  The Church is asking us to wake up from laziness, from lack of knowledge of God, from prayerlessness, from breaking the commandments, from hatred and from wickedness.  We are to open our hearts to Jesus who comes to us daily in the form of the needy man or woman and in the Sacraments.  We are to be practicing the faith in season and out of season with good work so that when he comes on the Last Day he will not find us wanting but at our duty post, vigilant and strong in faith.
