HOMILY FOR THE EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

GUARD AGAINST ALL GREED

The parable in today’s gospel is one used by Jesus to drive home his response to the man who asked him to tell his brother to share an inheritance with him.  In this man’s question Jesus saw greed at work.  Jesus knows that what the man said by mouth is different from what he has in mind.  The parable then is aimed at highlighting the sense of greed this man entertains within his mind.   


At the face value of this passage one may be tempted to find fault with Jesus, thinking he has something against this man in question.  It will be good to state here that Jesus is not in any way opposed to this man’s right to inheritance or his demand of justice from his brother.  Rather Jesus is against the unspoken words of this man, namely, the greed he harbored in his heart which prompts his request.  The greed that made him listen to Jesus’ teaching but did not make anything out of it.  The greed that kept him uncomfortable and restless while Jesus was teaching them how the Holy Spirit will help them in their future struggles against opposition and worry.    

Greed as we know is the stock in trade of all who have undue attachment to their possessions.   Attachment to possession does not stop at greed only; it extends to worry and restlessness as the desire to have increases by having.  In this way we can say that attachment to possession has a possessive power over the possessor.  It commonly leads obsession and when this happens, possession becomes destructive instead of blessing.  This is why apprehensive that there could be other people caught up in this kind of quagmire, Jesus further said to the crowd: “Take care to guard against all greed, for though one may be rich, one’s life does not consist of possessions.”   As we can infer from this statement, Jesus saw in this man’s request, not just a need for justice but greed to possess, to amass wealth.     


To correct him and teach the crowd the right understanding about wealth and possessions, Jesus tells the parable of the Rich fool.  Here he gives a picture of a man who concerned himself with working and saving for old age but did not do anything about where he is going to spend eternity.  With this parable Jesus condemns undue attachment to possession.  He teaches that possession can be bad when it makes the possessor greedy, insatiable or lose sight of God which is equal to losing eternal life.  

So the message today is that though possessions are good yet they could be destructive when what we have possesses us and greed becomes our stock in trade.  Here lies the sin of the man in the gospel passage.  His sin was nothing but greed which comes from his undue attachment to his possessions, and which is highlighted by the parable of the Rich Fool told by Jesus.   
Today so many people are worshipping their possessions by the way they pursue them and the way they acquire and accumulate them.  At this Mass, Jesus is inviting us to run away from the intoxication of possessions and its attendant greed; from the pride and arrogance that go with possessions.  He is asking us to use what we have to serve God and humanity.  Let us therefore heed Paul’s admonition: “What do you possess that you have not received?  But if you have received it, why are you boasting as if it were not a gift from God? (1 Cor. 4:7).
