HOMILY FOR THE FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

THE HARVEST IS PLENTY


The first reading from Isaiah describes the good things that will take place after the return of the Jews from the exile caused by their sins.  In the second reading Paul makes a boast of the Cross of the Lord which delivered the world from the exile of sin.  The gospel describes the calling and mission of the 72 disciples who were commissioned to preach the Good News of the kingdom of God and free men and women imprisoned by sin.


As we can see, each reading gives a picture of sin as a factor that calls for concern.  This goes to confirm what Jesus says about “a plentiful harvest” in today’s gospel.  Today, there is much to harvest than it was during the time of Jesus.  Our society is sick with drug addicts, alcoholics, gang rampage, homicidal activities, divorce, juvenile delinquency, political mess, economic instability, social injustice, to mention but a few.   Knowing that the apostles (priests) cannot do all this alone, Jesus called the 72 disciples (lay faithful) to join in spreading the Good News.  So, while the commissioning of the 12 in Luke 9:1 refers to priests (the apostles), the 72 sent out in our gospel passage is to be understood as lay ministry.  This is what the Church means when she says in Vatican II documents that the ministry of the word is incomplete unless the lay persons are involved (A.G. 21).  So, it is against the mandate of the lay mission for any one of us to be at the receiving end without positive involvement (Acts 1:8) in spreading the Good News. 


At the time Jesus sent his disciples, he told them that the laborers are few.  Similarly, laborers are not only few today but acutely lacking in some places.  In my own thinking, I attribute this situation to lack of true knowledge of God and lack of passion for the salvation of souls and lack of generosity.  Until all Christians begin to see salvation as a necessity, and challenged by that fact, begin to learn to know God and share the salvation message generously, the number of laborers will never increase.  It is appalling today to see the amount of ignorance of God that can be found among Christians.  So many Christians are living at the level of First Holy Communion knowledge of God, and no effort is made to grow in the knowledge of God.  Even the Bible, Catechism book and Encyclicals that can help us grow are either not purchased or purchased but used to decorate our rooms.  We can read the dailies, watch movies, keep track with sports, predict or forecast political leaders to be but can not care to advance our knowledge about God. 


Today the Lord is calling you through the gospel passage to look at the fields and see that the harvest is plenty but the laborers are few.  In his mandate he recommended two things to be done, namely, to pray for laborers and to be on your way to be sent out to preach.  The spreading of the Good News to all nations is not a goal that can be attained by dint of human might and craft.  This is why Jesus promised to empower his messengers from high by his abiding presence through the Holy Spirit.  What this means is that the challenge of sharing the Good News with all humankind should, first and foremost, begin on our knees as we confess that we have often times failed to take seriously Jesus’ mandate on evangelization and then pray for laborers (vocation) especially now that vocation to the priesthood and religious life is almost non-existent in our country.  This includes helping our children, cousins, nephews and friends to know the values of priesthood and necessity of human salvation that took Jesus to the Cross.  Our prayer includes helping to train and sponsor seminarians and missionaries and contributing towards missionary activities.


Let us also take seriously the mandate to be on our way to be sent out to preach and witness for God especially now that religious teaching has been taken out of the American School System.  We now have a lot of work to do at home in the upbringing of our children in faith.  We do not have much time during Mass to give the much information we need about God.  If you can but take up your own mandate to preach and witness for Christ in the faith – much work will be done.  This is very important because our failures to do so in the past are responsible for the empty seats in the Church today as well as lack of vocation to the priesthood and the religious life.  When we express the faith we profess, we keep it alive.  Any faith not expressed is a faith in bondage.  If I may ask you: how long will this faith be in bondage in your hands?  Would you like the mission of Christ to continue to be in bondage because of your failure to witness it by your life or share it with others?


Yes the harvest is plenty and the laborers are few, but if we can begin somewhere a lot will be accomplished.  You can see that when the 72 disciples tried to implement what the Lord charged them to do, they were surprised to see that acting in the name of Jesus did not only bring healing but the demons remained subject to them.  Let us go home today and begin to apply our hands to prayer and preaching to challenge the plentiful harvest.

