HOMILY FOR THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

DISCIPLESHIP


  Discipleship is the act of following Jesus and accepting him for who he is and what he is.  It involves accepting Him, following him and staying with him (John 1:35-51) in view of being sent out to witness for him to the people as “fishers of men and women” (Matt 4:19).  The passage is about three would-be disciples who were held back from Jesus’ invitation because of family and life’s concern.  


The first discipleship involves a man who volunteered to “follow Jesus” where he would go but was refused by Jesus (Luke 9:58-59).  Why did Jesus decline to accept him?  Probably Jesus saw in him a desire for economic security as has been the case of so many today’s men and women of God – evangelizer, pastors and preachers.  It is good to consider the physical and spiritual benefit involved in a vocation.  But when such becomes a paradigm for serving God, it loses its spirituality.  

Some Christians (good weather Christians or reward oriented Christians) worship God at this level of spirituality: they follow God as long as their problems are solved and needs made.  They do not believe in carrying their cross and follow the Lord.  This kind of discipleship is bad because it makes relationship with God to look like employer-employee or slave-master relationship.  As we know, an employee works to justify his pay, he does not work if there is no salary or wages because the relationship is guided by reward.  The same thing applies to master-slave relationship.  The slave works to appease his master and to avoid punishment.  He is faithful only to that degree.   In like manner some Christians follow Christ and obey his command in order to go to heaven or avoid evil or make their prayers heard by God.  This kind of motif may be the reason why the Lord refused to take this first would-be disciple who opted to follow him.


The second discipleship involves a man who wanted first to go bury his father before following Jesus.  This man was actually invited by Jesus but gave excuse why could not respond to the invitation immediately.  Burying parents is fulfilling one’s duty to parents, and to do this is not sin.  Where then did this man get it wrong?  Probably because he is attached to home matters.  Some Christians fall along this path of life.  There is nothing wrong with taking care of our family members (Exod 20:12).  But the cares of family should not be an obstacle to performing our duty to the Lord.  This is the kind of situation that made Jesus to say to his disciples: “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to Him (Mark 12:17).  Today, the struggle to provide for family has made so many Christians fail to pay attention to their relationship with God.  For them work is first while for Jesus, God is first (Matt 6:33).  So all those who allow the cares of family to immobilize and keep them from giving God the primary place he deserves fall under this class of disciples.  

The third discipleship involves a man who wants to go and say farewell to his family before following Jesus.  This man has high social and family values and very obedient.  This farewell could be to seek the consent of his parents which is not something bad.  Where comes then his disqualification?  Here Jesus is telling us that allegiance to parents, government, or school comes second; God has primary allegiance. Is it any wonder why Jesus said to his disciples “Seek first the reign (kingdom) of God and his righteousness, other things will as well be given to you” (Matt 6:33).  Is this not what is implied in the last verse of our gospel passage today: “No one who sets a hand to the plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62).  God needs undivided and unreserved obedience.  This is what it means to be initiated into the paschal mystery of Jesus Christ through Baptism.  The truth is that many of us are hereditary Christians.  The faith we profess is not personal to so many of us.  It is either that of our family or school or religious educators; we are yet to make it our own.  

So, decision about following Christ is not what you go to get from somebody, discipleship is a personal invitation which demands personal decision.  And when God puts up an invitation, he expects a single minded commitment from anyone who wants to accept it and follow Him. 
