HOMILY FOR THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR C

FATHERS’ DAY

Today we celebrate the Fathers’ Day in America, and the gospel story is good for the celebration.  In the story we see Simon the Pharisee and the woman generally known for her sins.  The Pharisee thinks he is a righteous man who is worthy to be in the company of Jesus and that the woman, a sinful person, is unworthy to be seen with Jesus.  But in the end of the story Jesus shows each of them where they really belong and the woman becomes the righteous and more deserving of the company of Jesus than the self-righteous Pharisee.  If this woman is really a prostitute what wrong does Simon do by addressing her as such?  As a matter of fact, the woman is a sinner.  Jesus does not say anything to the contrary.  What Jesus added is to say that Simon too is a sinner, and a worse sinner than the woman.  As Jesus put it: “I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not stopped kissing my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment. Therefore, I tell you, her sins, which were many, have been forgiven; hence she has shown great love (Luke 7:44-47).

As it were, using the attitudes, not the sex of the man and woman in the gospel, we can have a good insight into the relationship that exists in most families between husband and wife.  When we look at the statistics of divorce today we discover that more women leave their husbands than husbands leave their wives.  While some women have genuine cases, others have nothing but misunderstanding.  Such women turn out many a time to be the offending party instead of the man.  Like the man in the gospel who believed he was such a wonderful person to put up with, some women believe they are better than their husbands – keeping the house, taking care of the kids, cooking for all, but in the end, they are the rude and ungrateful partner, fault finding, judgmental and self-opinionated.


It is true that like the woman in the gospel, some fathers have made mistakes in their lives and marriages but the abuse of a value does not destroy the use.  It is true also that some fathers are not doing well in marriage but there are fathers who are really good but made bad by their wives who are habitual fault finders, complaining and very self righteous, who threaten each time to divorce their husbands at any slightest provocation.   As a result, such fathers are living like house boys for fear lest they offend their wives and lose their family and children.   As a result today the role of the father is played down, disrespected and fathers seen as no do well persons.   If a father lifts up his hand of authority to discipline his children the family calls the police and the father is arrested for abuse.  Is it any wonder why our society is full of delinquent and spoilt children today?


As we celebrate Father’s Day, it would not be out of place for us to remind ourselves that in spite of all the changes in society, the father remains a very essential figure in the ideal Christian family.  The Bible tells us that the father is the head of the family (Eph 5;21).  To talk about Children is to talk about fathers. Every child has a father proximate or remote.   At times some mothers think that their love is enough for their children and find it easy to file for a divorce.  Like the Pharisee in the gospel (very self exalted) the mother may do more work in keeping the house and in taking care of the children more than the man.  But fathers have love for their children which can never be replaced by mother’s love.  Children need their fathers as role models as much as they need their mothers.  To make a family therefore, a father is an indispensable figure.  Any mother of a child who desires a family and says she can do without the presence of the father is a liar.  What this means is that every ideal Christian family needs a father in spite of all odds.  


On a day like this we remind wives, sons and daughters to treat fathers with love and respect.  We can never pay for their cares and services.  It is true that some fathers make mistakes, but considering the blood ties we have with them we include as part of our celebration of Father’s Day forgiveness for offences they committed against us.  This is the central message of Jesus in the gospel today, namely, to accept and forgive the sinner and not to find fault with him.  Yes, true love sets its eyes on the strengths while false love sets its eyes on weaknesses, sees only evil and finds faults very easily.  If we heed the gospel, we will enjoy the presence of our fathers in the family as well as put up with grand papas and the problem of their old age without grudging.  

