HOMILY FOR THE NINETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

THE POWER OF CHOICE

In the first reading God reveals to his people the ordering of things and man’s ability to choose how to go about his or her life.  As it were, man is created by God and at the same time participates in modeling God’s creation.  By the words of his mouth, God empowers man to till the earth and subdue it (Gen.1:28).  In following this injunction, man has developed a lot scientifically, technologically and otherwise.  It must be noted here that one of the signs of God’s love for us is the ability to choose what we want and what to become.  By this power we choose our style of life, future prospect, life or death.  This is what is meant when some say that man is the architect of his future.  For it is through this innate power or ability that we choose successes or failures and should have no one to blame for them.

The problem with choice is that we may choose wisely, poorly or badly or even out of curiosity or ignorance.  This is why at times we are appalled by the consequences of our choices we do not intend but must have to face.  The book of Proverb is right when it states “There is a way which seems right to a man but its end is the way to death (Prov. 16:25).  This happens, according to St. Paul, when we choose without good intentions and the right goal.  As Paul puts it, “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked, for whatever a man sows, that he will reap.  For he who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption; but he who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reaps eternal life” (Gal. 6:7-8).  This then calls for wisdom, positive motivation and enlightenment.  
This is why the first reading tells us that what we choose is what we enjoy or suffer.  If we choose wickedness, you become wicked; if meanness we become mean, if drugs we become drug smokers, if we choose the wrong friend or husband, we end up in sorrow and become a divorcee, etc.  On the other hand, if we choose excellence, we become intelligent, secure a good University, graduate with honors and get a good job.  So, your choice defines your personality, your future, your greatness.  As such, you should approach personal choices with care and vision.
The gospel tells us how choice is like laying a foundation of our lives.  We build on sand when you emphasize trivial things, meddle with mediocrity and or do things that do not help us develop our personality.  This happens when we waste our time hanging out when we should read our books, playing video games, having fun and good times, or watch T.V. shows late into the night; engaging in unnecessary fashion competitions.  On the other hand, we build on rock when we do things that will help us develop our personality and achieve our personal goals.  This happens when our actions empower our mind, develop good characters and bring out the best in us as well as achieve skillful hands on.  

Let us resolve at this celebration to be careful with what we choose and how we choose them knowing fully well that our choice makes us the kind of person we are and shapes our future prospect.  

