HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR A

THE GLORY OF HIS PRESENCE

           The faith of the Israelites that gave birth to Christianity started with the call of Abraham in the first reading.   Without knowing where this will take him to, Abraham listened and obeyed and God blessed him.   This relationship grew up, and God guided it with his Laws and the teachings of the Prophets.  During moments of sufferings and hardships, God promised to send them a Messiah who will deliver them from the hands of their enemies.  Later in history, God came in the person of Jesus Christ to accomplish the work of salvation promised through the prophets.  Through his miracles and teachings so many believed that he would be the one to redeem Israel (Luke 24:21).  But when Jesus began to tell his disciples that he would go to Jerusalem and suffer, be killed and on the third day be raised, their spirit failed, and they began to have a second thought whether Jesus is the Messiah.    

            Aware of their fears, Jesus took Peter, James and John to go with him for a prayer session on the mountain.  There he was transfigured and God opened their eyes to see that Jesus is the Messiah and has on Him the glory and support of the Father.  Here God repeated what he said during the baptism of Jesus: “This is my beloved son, listen to him”.  He also showed him as the fulfillment of the laws and the prophets (Mathew 5:17), a proof that his teaching is authentic and from God.  The memory kept Peter and John and other disciples strong in the faith when Jesus finally went to His Father and they began to experience persecutions.  As Peter puts it, “We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).  In his testimony of same John said “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s only son, full of grace and truth’ (John 1:14)

Today our faith is not different.  There are some experiences that can generate fears and make us doubt whether God is still with the Church.  At this period of Lent, the Church invites us to meditate on the authentic truth of our faith from Abraham to Jesus Christ and be firm in faith.  In the transfiguration, Moses and Elijah act as powerful reminders of the faithfulness of God to Israel and their discussions with Jesus is an endorsement of the continuation of that faithfulness and presence in the teaching of Jesus and his church.  This is what he means when he said that the kingdom of hell shall not prevail against the Church (Mt. 16:20), promising to be with her till the end of time (Mt. 28:20).

It also reveals to us that as God protected and provided for his people during the days of Abraham, Moses and Elijah, he would do for us.  This is important today when so many children of God are going through some hard times that many a time tempt us to give up the faith.  Think of people who are traumatized by their experience of social injustice and discrimination, those who apply for job but cannot get any, crisis of terminal illness, breakdown of relationship between husband and wife, parent and children, and friends?  Think of the many who think God has given up on them.  Today the church is telling us never to give up hope.  The church is telling us that sufferings will be minimized when all begin to listen and obey the teachings of Salvation brought by Jesus Christ.  Like Abraham, we should live by faith; we should look beyond our present day experiences to Jesus crucified where comes our victory (John 12:32).  All we need do now is to go and step down the power of the cross through prayer.  It was only when the Jews looked beyond their snakebite to the molten serpent lifted up that they recovered (Numbers 21:9).  The blessing of Abraham is still ours.  Jesus is on the throne at the right of the Father for our benefit.

Again, there is an aspect of the transfiguration that points to the life after death.  Here Jesus reveals to us in his transfiguration the foretaste of the glory of heaven yet to come.  With this we learn that every problem will not be solved here.  In the case of termination problems therefore, the Church invites us to look beyond this life and wait for the city whose builder and maker is God (Heb 11:10). We should allow this to console us during moments of terminal illnesses and disaster.

So, in the spirit of Lent, let us listen to God; let us go to the mountain for prayer to behold his glory.  Let us try it this Lent and be filled with the glory of his presence.
