HOMILY FOR THE TWELVE SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

BE NOT AFRAID

 

            The mission about the kingdom of God always suffers from attack, and its messengers from diverse persecutions.  The plight of Jeremiah in the first reading is a case in point.  Jesus too had a dose of it during his ministry.  He was blasphemed, accused and threatened with death by the Jews during his earthly ministry.  He knew it was not going to be easy for his disciples to carry on with his mission after he was gone.  So he sets out in this passage to prepare them for the future persecutions.

            In his admonition Jesus tells his disciples how those in authority are full of mischievousness, and have their ways of covering up the truth about their corruptions.  This is true about our experiences today.   Some in political authority know how to set fire to the office after their tenure to wipe records that can be used to discover the truth of their bad stewardship.  We are witnesses to the many ways information has been manipulated by our courts to cancel conviction and imprisonment of the guilty.  We have experiences in our hands on how those who make laws and those who execute them have produced false witnesses to incriminate and convict the innocents who stand on their ways.   As a matter of fact, today the poor man’s right is never recognized, the lies of the wealthy is taken to be truth.  And because of the increase in wrong doing, the love of many will grow cold (Math 24:12).  

In this passage, Jesus is like telling them that the people in the world know how to frustrate ambition through devilish tactics to make believers compromise with them.  But against this he admonishes: “Fear no one.  Nothing is concealed that will not be revealed.  Every day is for the thief but one day will be for the owner of the house.  As a matter of fact, Jesus himself was unjustly condemned but his resurrection proved his persecutors wrong.  Though they may have their way, yet it will not last.

            Again, it is interesting to note that Jesus did not rule out the fact that bodily hurt and or death may be involved in this kind of unjust practices.   This is why he tells them never to fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the spirit.  When he was killed by crucifixion, they thought it was his end.  But God raised him from the dead after three days.  What this means is that Christians should know that believing in God does not rule out sufferings and death.  One of the problems of our times is to think that when one believes in God, evil does not come his or her way.   It is unfortunate that some Christians get annoyed with God, and at times threaten to leave the Church when they lose their job or the death of a beloved one or suffer from injustice or fail Examination.  

Faith is not a contract in which we worship God only when things are going on well for us but abandon it when they are not.  As a matter of fact, the sufferings we go through are problems which our being in this world imposes on us.  As far as we remain humans, we shall have our feel of them.  Our belief in God does not cancel suffering from us but reduces it especially if we cooperate with God’s rules.  For the Commandments are there to guide us to good life and enjoyment.

            The message today is that some harsh experiences will come our way in our journey from earth to heaven.   Our sincere practice of the truth of the faith will provoke sinners to hate us.  We shall have experiences that will instill fear or make us want to abandon the faith.   But what we must know is that:  “A disciple is not above his teacher or a slave above his master.  If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they malign those of his household” (Matt 10:24-25).  Even while he was with them, in their first pastoral field work, he said to them: “Behold, I am sending you like sheep in the midst of wolves; so be shrewd as serpents and simple as doves.  Beware of people, for they will hand you over to courts and scourge you in their synagogues, and you will be led before governors and kings for my sake as a witness before them and the pagans (Matt 10:16-17).  But we are never alone; the Spirit of our heavenly father will speak through us.

Furthermore Jesus goes on to say “Fear not, even the hairs of your head are numbered.  This is an image conveying how deeply God is concerned about every aspect of our well being.  Therefore, let us live by the truth of his admonition and acknowledge him before men by personal witnesses of life; he will not fail to acknowledge us before our father in heaven.  Let us look up to Jesus who suffered very greatly at the hands of the Jews but in the end every knee bows in acknowledgement of his lordship.  Let us break with fear even if we die doing his will, we have hope of a great reward in heaven (Matt 5:12).

            

            

